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FIEID OOTES 

Charcoal burner's hut (?) 

In Bulletin Seccnd Series, No. 1 (1981), 11-14, there is described what 

was believed to have been the site of a turf hut with adjoining hearth, 

near Kings Standing Farm <n the fonrer Ash:klwn Forest. Sinre that t.i.ne 

we have been infanned by Mr.E.W.lblden that charcoal burners frequently 

wilt clay ovens adjoining their turf trots, and that reconstructed 

ex~les have been nade at the Open Air ~se1.111, Singlet<n. Olr original 

descripti<n .,;ould seem to fit in with this idea. 

Bloanery site near Garden Hill 

In May 1983 Aslnown Forest Ranger M::>ntague reported fiooing blcx:.ttery 

slag am charcoal <n the left bank of Table Gill, Asl"ldam Forest ('m 

446323 l, near a badger's sett. 'lhis was cxmfirmed, am c.pm a~st 

·mining at stream level <n the qJIX>site bank was noted. '!be site is 

c.400m oorth-north-east of Garden Hill. 

Hartfield 

Ear 1 y in 1983 a ~ roadway -was rut during the reconstruction of the • _ rfl. 1:,'i£ 
house 'Edgenoont' <n the north border of Asl"ldam Forest ('m~ ......,.u 

'lhls crosses a s:nall strean which nms into the Mi.llbrook at Nelobridge. 

On the right bank of the st.rean the roadway cut into a thidt layer of 

bloanery slag am cinder exteming for aboot 20m. 

Ibnan iron\\Orkinq at Runham Farm, Lenham, Kent 

In ~"ealden Iron Bulletins 9 (Spring 1976), 21, and Second Series ~b. 1 

(1981), 23, referenre was nade to a Ranan settlenent, a possible Rcmm 

road, am iron working. Further infornati<n has now been kirrlly 

suwlied by Visrount M::>nckta1 in a letter dated July 1983, in which he 

writes 

"We have just ronpleted oor dig for this year <n the site. I'E have 
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found a nost beautiful p:>rtion of Ranan road with narvellous curb 

stones en both sides. What, ha.TeVer, is nore exciting is that -

have fO\.II'd the underground ~rts of t\\0 Ranan furnaces •••• \'€ have 

not yet found any of the actual ircn made, but a lot of furnace 

walling. Each furnace appears to have been used airl re-lined 

about three times. n 

CAST IRCN PlATES FRClo1 BURWASH C.F. and M. 'ffiBBUM' 

In N:>vanber 1983, after a message fran Hastings M.lsellll, - visited 

Mrs. ~tson, Pounds ford Fann, Burwash (TQ 637225) woo had sane nassive 

cast iron d:>jects of unknown use. Their shape was ruzzling, but -

50cm 

fig 1 a 

Q::2-, ;z< .e< 2 < <, ?<<< << z ze;;(;> 

fig 1 b 
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sunni.sed that they IIUSt relate to a furnace, forge, or possibly lime 

kiln. later ~ learned that Mr. W.Beswick had inspected than srne ten 

years previoosl y rut was not certain as to their use. 

One object was a nassive irco plate, 96.5an x 66.0an x 6.5cm, with 

a semicircular role in coe of the long sides (Fig.la). Recently a 

seoond plate, exactly the same as the above, rut in a worse oonlitico 

of rust, has bem fOUI'X} in cleaning rut a ditch near the muse. 

Tre second irco object,l62an x 18 to 24.5an x 4an, appears on one 

plane to rep:-esa1t a low arch. However, the ends are curved in another 

plane, which was probably caused by heat distortioo as it is unlikely 

to have been cast in this fonn. (Fig. lb). 

Mrs. watsoo kiDWS nothing of the history of these pieces. 

Drawings ~e sul:mitted to Prof.R.Tylecote for his opinico. He 

referred the writers to the p.lblicatioo of the M:tryport Blast Furnace 

(Joornal of the Iron and Steel Institute 203 (Sept.l965),867-874) in 

which Fig. 4 shows lintel beams and a plate recovered fran the ruins of 

Maryport Blast Furnace, Ombria. Excmlinatioo of these diagrams does 

seem to indicate that the mled plate, at least, could have o:me fran a 

similar rut somewhat snaller furnace. Straker (Wealden Iron, 301) 

suggests that there was also a furnace at Glaziers Forge, about one 

mile to the south-east of l'aurlsford Fann. Trere ~re line kilns in 

the same vicinity. 

We are grateful to Mrs. watsco for allowing us to examine the 

objects, to Prof. Tylecote for his help arrl for suwlying an offprint 

of the Maryport p.IDlicatioo, and for further help and infornatioo fran 

Mr.W.Beswick arrl Mr.C.R.Blick. 
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A lATE RGlAN illlD (l)IN FRCM HIGI HlJR3'1\'KX)D,EAST SUSSEX. D.RUDLING 

In 1982 a gold solidus of the emperor Hooorius (A.D.393-423) was 

disoovered by Mr.Llewellyn, in one of the fields which he fanns, 

adjacent to Ferryman's Lane, High Hurst'NOOd (approxinate locatioo: 'IQ 

486261). Details of the ooin are as follows: 

<l>verse: D. N. HCN:RIVS P. F. AVG. Diaderred, draped and cuirassed bust 

facing right. 

Reverse: VICI'CRIA Avcm. Honorius standing right, rolding a standard in 

his right hand and in his left hand a Victory, woo is cra.ming him with 

a wreath. 'l11e anperor has his left foot oo a captive. In the field of 

the reverse are the letters M and D, and in the exergue, <XM:B. 'Ihe 

mint I!Brks indicate that the ooin is a product of the Milan mint. 

Coin type reference: Cohen 44. 

'Ihe ooin rei!Bins in the possession of Mr. Llewellyn. 

The disoovery of such a late RaTan coin fran the Weald is very 

unusual , for IIDst of the .iroo-working establishments had been al:andooed 

by the mid-third century. Mr. Tebbutt, who kindly provided details 

about the location of the disoovery, informs ne that Ferryman's Lane is 

of interest since it continues to the ~o~est, via a footpath, to the 

important 

Oldlands. 

Ranan iroo manufacturing and administrative centre at 

Eastwards it goes to an area ('IQ 509255) where there is a 

very extensive ROI!Bn blocmery site which has yielded pottery and a 

hypocaust tile. Here there are also large open-cast mine pits. 'Ihe 

Wealden Iroo Research Group have walked the field in which the solidus 

was found and discovered t\\0 bloanery slag areas, but unfortunately no 

associated pottery by which they oould l:e dated. 
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WEST EN) FURNIICE, OIIDDINGFOID, ·SURREY. J.S.HCDG<IN3<N 

In J::leref1tler 1982, the reccnstruction of the road bridge l<B 

cbwnstream fran tre bay of this furnace ( SU 939344) elqX)SErl a sectioo 

throogh the road oo the south side of the stream. In the sectioo belo.r 

the modern road surface, about 3.5m above tre stream, was a layer of 

clay and, belo.r that, a layer of iroo slag, indicating an earlier road 

surface. 

..... 
....._.,. ...._ .._ ......... 

......... ..._ .-..,.---· ..._ .-..... -) -------.=:.bay /1 / - - Chiddingfold + 
----==--=-~-- / //probable site 

-=-=-•-=--~, ..:::>"< of furnace -- /, -== / ~"'" ==/ /== ~ -:7/=:: 
/ --// =~kiln ---------.. - 20m 

About lm belo.r the present road, an area of Wrnt clay ard Wrnt 

bricks (size 50 x 90 x 2l<mn) was seen, sane :b across arxi lm deep. It 

was rolllrled oo either side by clay and by be group; of roughl y-l1e!lroll 

sardstooe blocks, boo or three oo each side, about 5m apart. Belo.r 

this, the sectioo was concealed by a fill of gravel for the rew bridge 

being constructed. 
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Frail the south, an enbankment leads directly towards the irrrnediate 

area of the section described al:ove. Set into this bank is ari old 

limekiln, probably of 19th-CEI1tury date. 'Ibis anbankment has already 
(1) 

l:een suggested as a charging bank and this is suworted if the l:urnt 

clay and bricks are seen as the disordered renains of the top of the 

furnace. The sandstone blocks oould have l:een part of the shell of the 

furnace or they oould have l:een stone foundatioos for the bridge 

(oonceivably the ooe after the other). 

Sane years ago several large tinDers were seen in the stream l:ed, 

and similar ooes were renoved fran the stream a century ago. 

All the foregoing seems to point to the identification of the 

exact location of ~st Erd Furnace, of which nothing else seE!llS to l:e 

known. 

I am grateful to Iaurence Draper, of the SUrrey Industrial History 

Groo.p, for drawing attentioo to the recent works at this site. His 

canprehensive descriptioo has fo:rmed the l::asis for this oote. 

1. WIRG Bulletin 9 (1976) p.5. 

BIROIENBRIDGE FrnGE 

A NEW SITE IDENTIFIED. 

(1) 
Ibclinentary Evidence 

T.E.EVANS and J.S.HODGKINSON 

The first docurrentary reference to this site is in a survey of the 

tintler and ~s l:elonging to Sir John Caryll in 1598. (
2

) It wts part 

of the Manors of Chesworth ard Sedgwidt whidl belonged, like the Forest 

of St. Leonard, to the Dukes of t-t>rfolk and were <XJnfiscated, then 

restored, and then confiscated again, during their che<pered careers 
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liD.der the 'l\Jdors. The carylls,- who ~~o~ere extensive proprietors of iron

works, having no less than six furnaces ani four forges in the early 

seventeenth century, leased the Mmors of Cllesworth ani Sedgwick fran 

the Crarm, in successioo to Sir 'Ihanas Fynes, following the attainder 
(3) 

of the Duke of N:lrfolk in 1572. The forge is not IIElltioned in the 

1574 lists of irooworks ani prdJably dates fran the p:!ricxi l:let:lioleen 1574 

and 1598, during which tiine Fdward caryll and then his ne(ilew, Sir Jdm 

caryll, acq..tired er tock CCI'Itrol of the forges and furnaces in St. 

I.eonard 's Forest, and at Gooden, Burningfold and Pallingham. 

The forge is oot mentiooed Sp:!cifically in the three rentals of 

the Mmors of 1608, although in ooe there is a general reference to all 

of Sir John caryll 's ironworks in the Forest of St. Iealan'l and in the 

Mmors of Cllesworth ani Sedgwick, which also inclooes a list of forge 
(4) 

implements. The5e rentals ooincide with the expiry of the lease 
(5) 

granted to Fdwaro caryll in 1587. 

Bircheri>ridge Forge is rrentioned again in 1614 in the examination, 

by the Coostable at Itchingfield, of Rol:ert Grosnere, alias 'Black 

James ', a vagrant, who clai.Jred he had J;BSSed a night in a l:arn by the 

forge. Grosmere had earlier stayed at Dedisham Furnace and there are 

several references in the ~rter Sessioos rolls to vagrants stopping 
(6) 

for the night at irooworks. 

An iroo mill, presurrably the Forge, is IIElltioned in 1627 in a 

survey of the Manors when they ~~o~ere under oonsideratioo to becane part 

of the Royal Contract Estates, purchased by the City of Ialdon to 

provide Charles I with funds. Significantly, with a rent of 

£146.10.6., ani 34 years of Sir Jdm caryll's 60 year lease still to 

run, the Forge, tcrr,ther with the rest of the Manors, do not a~ to 

have been sold. ( ) In a similar docunent of the following year, the 
(8) 

Forge is not mentioned. 
191 

'Ihe Forge does not figure in the lists of iron.rorks of 1653, 

nor is it inclooed in the Parliamentary Survey of the Manors in 
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1650, so it can be presuned that Birchenbridge Forge ceased working 

between 1627 and 1650. 

Physical Evidence 

'1he Field Group visited the site in Octd:ler 1983 and the reiDrt 

whidl follows is based en their examination. 

'!be Forge site lies at TQ 193292, imnediately -west of the A.281 

road bet-ween Mannings Heath and Horsham. "It lies on the boorrlary 

bet-ween NUthurst and H:>rshilll Rural (Brishes, on the River Arun, a mile 

and a half downstreilll of the St. Leonard 's Forest ircnworks. '1he road 

forrrs the bay, which is 80m long, and 8m high on the downstream side 

where the water fran the large ( 40-acre) porrl passes urrler the .road 

through a substantial brick spillway of conparatively recent date. 

Elsewhere the bay averages :bJ high en the slq>in.J grourrl on the mrth 

side of the stream, and there is sane evidence of it having been 

raised, JDssibly to facilitate road re!5irs. Upstream of the JDrrl, on 

a tributary, lies a further J:Xllld, known as the Roasthole JDrrl. Close 

to the bay is a stone revetment and a nunber of large, scattered, 

sandstone blocks rerraining fran the rorn mill which stood en the site 

until the late 1960s. There is a pipe through the bay, whidl was the 

feeder for the corn mill, and the abarrlened wheel race is separated 

fran the present stream by a bank containing much forge slag. 

Il!lnediately adjacent to this bank, about 20m downstream of the bay, 

several large masses of forge slag -were identified in the stream, 

suggesting the probable site of the forge. Il!lnediately belcw this area 

-were found a nurtJer of timbers, one of which, at least, ~by its 

-well-preserved larer portion that it had stood upright in -wet 

rorrli tions. 

en the mrth side of the site, a FOSSible overflcw leat was traced 

for 351ln to the -west. 

{ 
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HAWKEsDEN FCRGE IRrn MASTERS ' HOUSE. 

(OOI'E. Hawkesden Forge (TQ 623266) is rem:>te fran any other habitation 

or public road and the fine timber framed hcuse, staming just 

downstream of the south end of the bay, nust have been built by whoever 

was c.peratirg the forge or possibly a furnace, for there is glassy slag 

as well as forge cirrler here. According to Straker (Wealden Iron, 

294-5) its origin is likely to have been in the sixteenth century. 

W:! have to thank arr member Anne Dal ton for oontactirg the present 

occupier of the house arrl obtaining pennission for a survey to be nade. 

'nlis "1\e.S done by Mrrgaret Holt of the W:!alden Buildings Study Group, to 

whan we are grateful. Her re(X'rt follows. C.F. T. ) 

Originally this "1\e.S a small h:>use of late 16th-century date. It 

oonsisted of two almost equal bays, together with a 3ft. SIIDke-bay at 

the south errl. To this building an extra bay "1\e.S ad:led in the 17th 

century, beyond the SIIDke-bay, arrl exterrling about a foot beyorrl the 

west "~oall of the earlier h:>use. 

later~ 
smoke( IT outshot 

ovent \ 
new • 
kitchen : kitchen parlcu .. 

~ 

(17th c.~ 
_l1111111 

IOfeet 
d door 

HAWKESDEN Ground Floor Plan. 



12 

The roof is of Q.Jeen-post. amstructien with oollars, wind-braces 

and side purlins; it was hipped at l:x>th ends arxi tre corners at the 

east end are braced en each side, with short tinbers fran the wall 

plates to the bay (X)sts. 

Into the snoke-bay a large chlmney was built, probably in the 

mid-17th century, and tre tie beam en tre mrth side of the bay was cut 

off in order that the first floor fireplace could extend into tre 
bedrOCDD. The sloping chinney-breast has brick jamb; for the fireplace 

and a snall timber bressmner; it is paved with tiles. 

'!here are three snall windows m tre first floor. That on the 

west side is of four lights, the cne m the mrth side is of three 

lights with a non-original shutter and a g:roo~~e for it to run across, 

and on the east side there is a b.o-light wincbw, row plastered over; 

all have wooden nullions. 

The south end of the snoke-bay is weatrered within the seventeenth 

century addition, indicating tre difference in date of the b;o sections 

of the muse. A short straight stairway ascerxis fran the ground floor 

into this sruth bay and gives access through the side of tre chinney to 

the bedroans be:yorxi. 

The hoose was floored fran the start, and the large qen rearth 

fills the greater part of tre old Sllldte-bay in the kitchen r0001. In 

the hearth there is a charming snall cu(Xloard with a tiny IBfielled 

d:Jor, and a oollectioo of old fire inplenents includes a peel for tre 

bread oven which is situated in the right hand oomer. In the roan 

behirxi the fire-place, now used as the kitchen, the :inu!ense dcxne of tre 

bread oven fills the space behirxi the !"earth. 

Stone, brick and t.inber are used in tre coostructim of the hcuse, 

and the roof is tiled. <XI the -west side a snall cutsoot, mw used as a 

w:x:rlshed, extends against the muse, entered by an cutside door, and 

prol::abl y dates fran the mid-17th century, just as the inserted chinney 

does. The Privey stands in the garden, a few feet fran the hoose, en 

the ~Nest near the cutshot, and is 10eatherboarded and tiled. 
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ALIFN> IN WE IR~ J\RFAS <F THE WEAID: 

THE SUBSIDY ROLLS, 1524-1603 BRIAN G./lWI"i 

INl'R(])OC'l'I(N 

According to Giuseppi 's Glide to the Public Rerords the Subsidy 

was 'a tax which fran the reign of Richard II was :inposed <n rersans 

a=ding to the rep.1ted value (on a very rroderate estinate) of their 

estates, at the rate of 4s. in the PJU!'rl for lands am 2s. 8d. for 
1 

goods, those of aliens being valued at a double rate. ' In practice 

things ~o~&e not always so sinple. In the mid-1520s, the Sul::sidy was 
canbined with a kind of PJll tax, resulting in the most canprehensive 

asseSSIIEI1t of the century for Sussex. It gave rise to the sort of 

ccmplexities and ananalies described by J. Cornwall in the introducti<n 
2 

to his Sussex Rerord SCX::iety volume en that Subsidy. later, during 

the financial crisis of lliward VI's reign we are looking at what are in 

fact 'reliefs' rather than subsidies. In scme cases the rolls rerord 

<nly the anounts ccntrih.!ted, so that the actual assessnent can cnly be 

arrived at by calculaticn. Because of this and because ooly just over 

ten per cent of the aliens were affluent enough to pay on goods, it 

sears sinpler to reverse Cornwall's procedure by stating the tax paid 

rather than the value assessed. The proportioo of aliens qualifying 

to pay on lam was minute - Nicholas Jarrett is the ooly ooe 1oho 

springs to mind. 

It is evident fran the four consecutive rolls of 1549-52 in 

Sussex that the turnover of ironworkers was large. Sare two-thirds of 

those listed fail to aprear in at least one of these rolls. Sare 

immigrants kiDWI'l to have been in the Weald at the time fran evidence of 

parish registers and other sources failed to be taxed at all. 'Ibis 

under-recording is so great as to suggest that only those immigrants 
3 

then \oOrking under contract 11\iE're liable to tax. A <X~~p~.rison of the 

names of Frenchnen listed as being in the anploy of Sir William Sidney 
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with the ru~~es of those menticned in the Sidney accoonts selVes m 
cxmfi.llll this. Sidney 's fourxier ,finers,hanrnetnan,colliers and many of 

the miners awear in both, rut the Freocllnen menticned solely for 

\'oOOdcutting,carrying, and day labour such as reptiring and scooring of 

~ter-courses and the dam are not in the subsidy rolls. '1he Pray or 
4 

Spray family are rrentioned in the accounts fran 1542 (U 1475, 87/1) 

cnwaros, rut it was cnly in 1553 that a livery Coat and covenant were 

menticned. Aocardi.D:Jly the Spray family is menticned in IDle of the 

1549-52 subsidies, rut Simcn and .Adrian Spray awear in 1560 as 

servants of Sir Henry Sidney. 

'1he cirCUITStances in which wonen ~e liable to tax are unclear. 

Wi.cbors were occasicnally taxed, but if this was durin;J the renainder of 

a year for which their husbands had been tmder contract, why was Jane 

Bine taxed in three sucx:essive years (Robertsbridge 1549-51 )? It is 

unclear why Jean (Johan) and .Rowland lecrlard were taxed at Shoyswel.l in 

1560. In later rolls for the rapes of !ewes and Bramber, and very 

occasionally in IIDSt other ptrts of the ~ld, wives and children born 

abroad were included in the poll tax. 

I'Eiter. pc:l'tl1ei" drew the ironworks to the waterways and these in 

turn served as convenient boundaries between hundreds,boroughs and 

ptrishes, rut this makes it difficult to know in what administrative 

area the 'IIOI'kers fran sane of the ircnw:>rks shruld be entered. Wlrkers 

at Robertsbridge forge awear in both Staple and .Rdlertsbridge 

hurrlreds: those fran Panningridge furnace in both Foxearle and 

Netherfield. But Mr. Anthony Pelham had 'NOrkers in both Foxearle and 

Netherfield too, so it beoanes necessary to ask whether this indicates 

one ironworks or .tw:>. Where 'NOrkers are designated as hal!lne=en or 

finers we know there must be a forge; where founders and miners are 

mentioned we must suspect a furnace. But does Jchn Baker 's miner in 

Hawksborough hundred (1549) indicate a separate furnace (Bungerurst 

perhaps), or is this 'NOrker attached to Baker's Old Mill furnace in the 
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Isenhurst I=Srt of the Mayfield parish, returne:i as part of Dill hurrlrErl 

in the rape of Pevensey? 

'!he other great difficulty is in knowing what the precise 

boundaries of hurrlreds and boroughs were. Throughout the ~ole of the 

sixteenth century the boroughs of ~st Hoathly and Ardingly and prrt of 

Balcanbe, which later forrnerl I=Srt of the hurrlrErl of Butting Hill, were 

returned seJ;Brately as the hurrlred of Streat,N:>rth, 1:11<xlgh they were 

not even ccntiguous with the renairrler of Streat hundred. This fact is 

J;Btent fran the sul::sidy rolls themselves - what is- the biggest problen 

is that parish and borough or tithing boundaries seldcm coincided. My 

c:cmnents on the subsidies have relied .heavily in this respect en 

Budgen 's map of Sussex (1724) and the IIB!E irx: luded in HastErl 's History 

of .Kent(l797-98). Budgen's nap w:Is helpful in showing that though the 

boroughs of Isenhurst and Bivelham in the parish of Mayfield are J;Brts 

of the rundreds of Dill (Pevensey rape) and Hawksborough (Hastings 

rape) respectively, Bivelham forge lay outside that borough in the 

hundred of Shoyswell. Since Shoyswell hundrErl seened to show too many 

forges for the known sites, including cne cperatErl by Anthony Pelham, 

this w:Is a great help. I have also followed Budgen, or hqJe I have 

followed him, in allocating warbleten Priory ~rks to Foxearle hundrErl, 

since his map appears to show that the Priory w:1s en the bourrlary of 

Foxearle and Hawksborough. Where Budgen w:1s less helpful was in 

defining the boundaries of Netherfield and Faxearle hundrErls in the 

vicinity of Ashburnham furnace (fonnerly Dallington), which was in a 

detached portien of Dallingten I=Srish, but in the manor of Penhurst 

(Wealden Iron, pp. 364-66). In January 1549 the jurors of 

Rye,Winchelsea arrl Hastings referred to the mill at Penhurst, ~ich 

might nean either Ashburnham or Penhurst furnace. I have ccncltrled that 

both were in existence at this date. 

'!he following schedules relate enly to areas in which ironworking 

is koown or suspected to have taken place during the sixteenth century. 

For instarx:e, in Hastings rape the hundreds of Gostrow, Guestling, 
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Goldspur arrl the Cirque ports have been omitted; in Pevensey rape only 

the tamdreds of Dill,Shiplake,Ioxfield,Rushnooden am these further 

oorth have been included; in Lewes rape only Barcanbe,Butting Hill am 
the oorth r:art of Streat. Similarly, in respect of date the rolls for 

1524/5 and 1543 and these bebleen have been included cnly for Pevensey 

am Hast:ings rapes arrl the adjacent p:li"ts of Kent. Excluded are rolls 

dated 1544-48 which fail to record alierl.s. '1he 1563 rolls exist rnly 

for the central areas of !.ewes and Bra!IDer rapes, the hundreds of 

Tandridge and Reigate and the lathe of suttoo-at-Ha:te. In the 1590s 

SUrrey arrl sane r:arts of Kent have several rolls surviving, rut that 

for Hastings rape in 1595 is rne of the few for Sussex. 

In reoognitia:t of the SUirS being required of aliens in the fonn 

of denizatioo fees fran 1544 rn~oards, the rates of tax were very low 

(as in Kent in 1544 when the poll tax was ld. with 2d. per pourrl. a:t 

goods) or -.ere ~oaived until 1549. In 1543 the poll tax had been 2d. 

with 4d. oo ~· In Surrey in 1557 the levy oo goods up to ale am 
boo pourrls ~oas 8d. per poiD'ld. Otherwise the rates levied a:t goals -.ere 

ls. (1539, 1541, 1549, 1550, 1551 am 1552), 2s. (1524, 1560, 1563 arrl 

1572) and 3s.4d. (1576 and 1595). Rates of poll tax -.ere 4d. (1539, 

1541, 1557, 1560, 1563, 1572, 1576, 1589 arrl 1595) arrl 8d. (1549, 1550, 

1551, 1552, 1594, 1598-1600). one of the few aliens to possess larrl 

was the foiD'lder, Niclx:llas Jarrett. On larrl valued at ale pourrl he paid 

2s.8d. in 1560 and 1572 and 3s.4d. in 1576, the first assessment being 

in Battle arrl the later cnes in Netherfield. 

1. M.S.Giuseppi,Guide to the Public Records(rev.ed., 1963),vol.l,p.66. 

2. J.Cormiall,ed.,'lhe lay SUbsidy ~lls,l524-5 (Lewes,l956). 

3. Exoept the rolls for 1524, which is probably an al.rrost CXlllplete list 

of larrlowners,wage earners arrl heads of households. 

4. Kent Archives Offioe. I Clll grateful to the Rt. Hon. the VisCX>Wlt De 

L 'Isle for permissia:t to cxmsult these p~pers. 
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ALIENS REFERRED 'ID IN THE SUBSIDIFS 

(NCY.l'ES: A=Alien; D=Denizen; F=Frenchman; P=Poll Tax; L=Land) 

1524 (E 179. 189/128) 

lbland Frenslman 8d 

Gy llam Frensstman 2s 

Jdm Armeran A 8d 

Gylys nttfourd A 8d 

1540 (E 179. 190/187) 

Olyver Taylor A ls 

Jdm COlyer A 2s 

1549 (E 179. 190/233) 

Frendllnen in Mr Pelhams 

worke 

John Valeant 2s 

Qrillam Clerke p 

John Bourdell P 

Phyllypp Chapleyn P 

Sampsoo Frenchman P 

THE RAPE CF HASTitrn 

THE HUNmiD OF FOXEARIE 

Phyllypp Mettett p Barden servaunte to 

PetreUngell p Richard \<binan p 

Jamys Mo=ell p 

George M:>rrys p Al yens servuantes to 

John Marygon p Mr Antooye Pell:lCKII 

Stephyn la Mell p Jdm Valeant 2s 

Clementt Greo..e p Steiflen Lamell p 

NiCX>las Mary p 

Frencllnen in George M:>=yes p 

Mr Ashrurnhams worke Jdm Ianglas p 

Thanas · Dyggyn p 

John Furrye p Aliens servauntes to 

Sir William Sidney 

Frenchanen in Peter Ungell p 

Richard \<binans worke Phy llyp~ Motet p 

Phlyppyng Fardell p 

Saml:ert Lamen p 1551 (E 179. 190/244) 

Jdm St.anpy 1 yon p Frenchnen servauntes 

to Mr Antonye Pelham 

1550 (E 179. 190/239) John Va1yaunte A ls 

Servauntes to Simcn White A 1s 

Mr John Assheborneham 

Frendllnen in Thanas Dyggen P Servauntes to 

Sir Willyam Sydneys \'brke Antony lbyse P Sir Willm Sidnet knight 

John Longley P 
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Gearge lltlrryes p Alien se,rvaunte to 

John Iangles A p John Ashbn:nham 

Peter unk:y 11 A p esquier 

Peter the servamte 'lllalas Digon p 

of Peter Unkyll p 

Phliwe Metett A p Aliens servamtes to 

Ttx:rnas W:xxinan 

Servauntes to Peter ~lam p 

Robert W:xxinan John Neve p 

William Bralsbull A P 

Gyllam Burgcnyon A P 1560 (E 179. 190/266) 

John Dygoo servaunt Aliens 

to Mr Ashb.trnham p 'lllalas rugyn D 2s 

Symc:n Tiler D 2s 

1552 (E 179. 190/247) !ewes Rawsner D 2s 

Aliens serva=tes to 

Antonye Pelham esquier Servauntes to 

John Valeaunt P Sir Henry Sydney 

Clement Griaunt 

Sinon Write 

p 

p 

Aliens servamtes to 

Sirnal Spraye , 

Audryan Spray 

Richard Va1yante 

Sir Willicsn Sidnet knight Robart ~ler 

Gearge Morryes p John Radande 

John Russell p John levee 

John Langlesse p l'tu'yan !eve 

Peter Uncke 11 p Zamterte Barden 

Philliwe Metet p 

p 

p 

D 4s 

D 2s 

o 4s 

p 

p 

p 

1572 (E 179. 190/283) 

Aliens 

John larotte 2s 

Mychaell Sede P 

John Sellem P 

Janes Lyvarde P 

Gilbert Pynyan P 

1576 (E 179. 190/298) 

Alyens 

John le M:>tte P 

Adam Tottoe p 

John Selen P 

Fra\nlcysoe lbWste P 

Nicholas Jbilse P 

1595 (E 179. 190/332) 

Aliens 

John Sellen p 

Peter larote p 

Jcsnes Fuller p 

John Jldes p 

J\drian hies p 

'nris tamdred incorporated the south-eastern J:art of warbleton 

parish arrl part of Dallington. '!be name Gylys Duffourd (No. 126 in 
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the Denization rolls) aiiDI'Ig the 1524 aliens suggests that irnnigrant 

i=nworkers nay have been active in the south-east of the ~ld earlier 

than formerly suwosed. In 1551 an otherwise unknown John Dygoo awears 

as servant to Mr Ashburnham. This is al11105t certainly an error, since 

the nane awears as 'Ihanas ( 124) in the four other returns of 1549 to 

1560. On the other hand the returns are entirely consistent in 

recording Richard W::xx1man 's servant Isamhard I.amy alias Barden (170) 

only in 1549, 1550 and 1560. Subsidy =lls for Surrey show him to have 

been in I:Unsfold in 1551 and 1552. The iroonasters naned in place of 

\b.xlnan in 1551 and 1552 were presunably his brother Robert and either 

his father Thams, or another b=ther naned 'lhanas. 

On the eastern boundary of the hundred lay Panningridge furnace, 

with Ashburnham (formerly Dallington) furnace arrl forge just to the 

south, beyorrl which lay Kitchenham forge. Batsford furnace dates frcro 

later in the century ( 1571), and in the northwest warbleton Priory was 

on the borders, so that the Priory furnace and forge will have been 

within the hundred. The Woodnan workers were presunably at the Priory 

works. The workers at Sir William Sidney's Panningridge furnace are 

returned both here and in Netherfield hundred. But this applies to the 

workers of Anthony Pelhrun too. Could it be that Pelham W'IS qJerating 

Ashburnham furnace before Mr Ashb.lrnhcln ran it hi1!5elf? P=ximity to 

Panningridge would have nade the interchange of workers between these 

two enployers in 1550 arrl 1551 easier. Mr AshbJmham's works of 1549-52 

oould have been Kitchenham forge. The sole indication of the location 

of the workers is given in the subsidy for 1550, when they are returned 

in two sections. Four bo=ughs are returned - Ashburnham; \'ertling and 

Boreham; Herstmonceux; Cowbeech and Dill. The workers of Woodnan and 

AshbJmham are placed at the end of the wartling and Boreham return; 

those of Pelham arrl Sidney at the errl of. that for ColrA:>eech and Dill. 

was the northern p:1rt of Ashburnham p:1rish at this date included in the 

bo=ugh of Cowbeech and Dill? Or was the Pelhcm1 works not at Asti:>urnhan 
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but ca.IDeech ? 'The finers boy of Cobeech'' was buried at wartli.nq in 

August 1586. But O:Mbeech or Cralle forge was rot in Faxearle tmrlred 

at all : it was m the border bebleen Hawksborough rumred am the rape 

of Pevensey, and trough fargemen are mentioned in Wartling parish 

register fran 1552 on (when the parish clerk ooted that five out of 

twenty-boo drildren baptised were of French parentage) the majority of 

these entries may relate to Ki tchenham rather than Coribeech. In any 

case the Wxdnan workers appear to be returned at the wrong eni of the 

htmdred. Perhaps this 1550 return is as mistaken as the 1551 return 

for Hawksbarolgh, which places Joan Isted 's am Anthaly Pelham 's ~kers 

in Tottingwcrth instead of Bivelham boral<Jh. 

1524 (E 179. 189/128) 

(nil) 

1540 (E 179. 190/187) 

01 yver Deby 11 A 

Phy 1 yp t-my A 

p 

p 

Nycholas Lawrens A P 

Nych:>las Arysllan A P 

G¥les Duffen A P 

Dyryk Carver A P 

Peter Johnson A P 

1549 (E 179.190/233) 

John Rowlam F D ls 

1560 (E 179.190/266) 
(nil) 

1550 (E 179. 190/239) 1572 (E 179. 190/283) 

John Rowland D ls Alyens 

GrcMshe p 

1551 (E 179. 190/244) am his wife P 

(lacks Bexhi11) 1576 (E 179.190/298) 

Alyen 

1552 (E 179.190/247) 
(nil) 

William waters rran P 

1595 (E 179. 190/332) 
(nil) 

The entries of 1572 arrl 1576 presunably relate to Buckholt furnare 

and forge, cperated by Barti'Dlanew Jeffrey in 1574 and leased to William 

waters in 1575 by Jeffrey's executors. 
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'lbe presence of seven aliens in the hwrlred in 1539 requires 

explanation, and only Gyles J)}ffen (126 again?) awears to show a 

positive link with iron nanufacture. Dyryk Corver might be Flemish. 

John Rowland had been at Hoathley and waldron in 1543. In the subsidy 

he reap~s in 1560 in Foxearle hurrlred, where entries for him seem to 

cx:mnence in the wartling J:Srish register in Decenber 1552, and it was 

there that he was ruried in 1567. A later John Row land of Lingfield 

(1597) was a collier (Surrey Assize rolls, Elizabeth I, 2688). 

THE HUNrRED OF NENFIEW 

1524 (E 179. 189/128) 1551 (E 179. 190/244) 1572 (E 179. 190/283) 

M:lrys Frenshanan 8d (nil) (nil) 

1540 (E 179. 190/187) 1552 (E 179. 190/247) 1576 (E 179. 190/298) 

(nil) (nil) Alyens 

John Harvye p 

1549 (E 179. 190/233) 1560 (E 179. 190/266) Christmas Russell p 

(nil) Alien 

1550 (E 179. 190/239) John M:x:ko p 1595 (E 179. 190/332) 

(nil) (nil) 

An earlier Makkowe was in the Hawksborough tamdred return for 

1540. John and Remy Harvey (167 ,168) came fran wadhurst to Henhurst 

hundred (probably to Socknersh furnace) arourrl 1551. 'Itle family ~o~ere 

rolliers and fourrlers, and it may be as a rollier that John Harvey ended 

his days in this area. 

1524 (E 179. 189/128) 

'lbe l:x>row of Pashely 

Gelote ( --) 8d 

Nicholas ( --) 8d 

\ 

THE HUNrRED OF SHJYSWELL 

John (-) 

John Perygo F 

Roger Elys F 

8d Garrard Col yar F 8d 

8d Roollande Maknyle F 8d 

8d Gyllam Tayll:x>y F 8d 

Gyllam Furreys F 8d Philpott W::ldetaller F 8d 

Gy llam Tassen F 8d 



1540 (E 179. 190/187) 

(lacks Shoyswell) 

1549 (E 179. 190/233) 

Vyncent Depr01.me F D 

servauntt to P 

'lhanas Sloyswell 

Jakes Recr~ F D 

servauntt to 

'lhanas Maye 

'lhanas Deproune 

2s 

colyer F D P 

Valentyne Deproone 

fyner A P 

Ridlard JO:he F D P 

Gladd fyner F p 

Iabys wydowe 

Jdm Derrye in 

the workes of 

Anbras Cl:ro]:x:>rtt 

.Antonye Ell ys 

Jctm Antonye his 

p 

p 

6s 
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Nycoo1as I..allberd 

servauntt to the 

same Nicholas 

Nicolas his servaunt A P 

p Servauntes to 

Petre W:ldem A D P 

Ambrose Carporte 

Antonye Ellys A (--) 

Nicolas his servant P 

1550 (E 179. 190/239) Nioo1as Labye A 

Al yens in the '-Orkes of Jctm (--?--) A 

Nr Maye 

p 

p 

Janes Tanple 

Jack Recrewe 

Nicolas hys nan 

Vincent Deproyne 

'lb:rras Deproyne 

Rydlard ~«he 

P . Servauntes to 'lhalas Maye 

P Vincent Deprowne P 

P 'l1lanas Deprowne P 

P Valentyne Deprowne P 

P Ridlard (-?--) A P 

P Janys Tanplen P 

Richard (Roche ?) p 

Nicrolas H(--?--l P 

Valentyne Deproyne P 

Nicolas Skellerye p 

Robert Temple p 

Herbe wydolole p 

Iabye wydowe p 

Antonye Ell ys 3s 

'lhanas p 

1552 (E 179. 190/247) 

Aliens servauntes to 

Tb:mas Maye,gent 

servauntt A P Alyens in the workes of Vincent Deproine p 

Nycrolas Colyar A Nr Pelham 

servauntt to Jakes P Jotm Barden 2s 

Charles Pullyn A Poull Hedoll P 

servauntt to Ambras P Mi.chaell Hedo11 P 

John Bee A servauntt 

to John Dory(Derrye?)P 1551 (E 179. 190/244) 

Peter Iabye tay1or A P 

'lhanas Deproine p 

Valentine Deproine p 

Marten Orlnto p 

John cawer p 

Allo p 

Gillam p 

Nycho1as Hedowell I'D 1s Servauntes to Jotm Wybarne Aliens servauntes to 

Paule Herlowell his son P Jakes Recrowe A . P J\nbrose Conporte 
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.Antonye Ell ys 2s Johan Ie<narde p 1576 (E 179. 190/298) 

Nicolas p Allo Fyllet p Alyens 

Nicolas Iabie p Stephyn Untill p Folentyne Deprone p 

John Prevaute p John Cressye p 

Aliens servauntes to Nydlolas Mynnage p John Deboyse p 

'lhanas Shoswell, gent. Poule Jlrlde p Ie<nard p 

Hector p Roulande Lealarde p Robert lkloall p 

Lunto p Nicholas Frendlanan P Peter cald:ler p 

and his too sormes PP Stephen p 

1560 (E 179. 190/266) Peter Deforre p 

Aliens 1572 (E 179. 190/283) Peter Iaven:ler p 

Vincente Deprove p Alyens 

'lhanas Deprove p Marten Le M::Mle p 1595 (E 179. 190/332) 

Valantyne Deprave p lilcyan p Leonard Garden p 

Petar Degoye p John Humfrye p 

.Myshawe p John Cracye p 

Jmnigrant labour was in the area by 1521, ~ John ())gerfield, 

hamnersni th, of Etchingham ( 6) , was irdicted of the murder of a fellow 
5 

Frenctman. The Perigees and Ell is' were also forgerren, hlt the 

enployment of as many as eleven Frenchmen by 1524 might ilrply that 

Pashley furnace goes back to that date. 

Budgen's map (1724) shows the confluence of the Rother with the 

Pashley and Lirnden strecmlS to have been within Shoyswell hurdred, so 

that the ironworks inrnediately to the west ard north of Etdlingham were 

all in that hundred, thoogh Etchingham itself belcnged to Henhurst. 

Surprisingly, the name of neither Tyrwhitt, the proprietor, nor Walsh, 

the lessee, is mentioned in connecticn with Etchingham forge, thoogh 

denizens had been registered for Tyrwhitt's ~o«>rks in 1544 (89-93). A 

clue may lie in the enployment by J\nbrose canport of Tyrwhitt 's foimer 

~o«>rker Charles Pulleyn (92). ~rt was steward of the Battle estates 
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for Sir Ant!Dny Browne. fbwever, since in additicn to Ambrose COOport 

(1549, 1551 and 1552), '1hanas Miy, '1hanas Sho~ll (1549, 1552), Mr 

Pelham (1550 and, by inference, 1549) am John Wyl::.arne (1551) have all 

to be accc:mc:datei, the prd:>lens are ex>nsiderable. '1he superfluity of 

forganen (~nton, Ba.r:den, the Talplens am probably Ellys in adlitioo 

to those specified in the returns) also J;XlSes more prd:>lem;;. 'lhrugh 

Bivelham borough was within Hawksborough, Budgen 's map depicts Bivelham 

forge as 1 ying in Sl'l:lySlolell. 'lhis was a Pelham forge in the 

seventeenth rentury am to allocate Pelham 's workers there wruld go a 

loog ~y to solving sane of the problem;;. Burgh \'bJd forge was 

prcbably warkei by May in ex>njuncticn with Pashley furnace. If carport 

had Etchingham forge, then Wybarn am Shoyswell might have 'WOrkei 

Darfold or East Linrlen furnace. In the oorth, Chingley fumaoe would 

be en the Kent oorder. 

5. P.R.O., KB 29/153,m.l6,Mi.chaelmas 13 Henry VIII. I an indebted to 

Christq>her \'lll.ttick for very kirdly providing this reference. 

1524 (E 179. 189/128) Shyvall F 8d Hewe TUrke A p 

1525 (E 179. 189/161) Sarrp;on Frenssl:mm 8d Janys de M:!rket A p 

Jom Jooner A 8d Nycholas capell A p 

~ Jhonson Scott 8d 1540 (E 179. 190/187) F1yx A p 

Join Colyn A 4s old Tul1et A p 

Petar Marten 8d George Boy A ls D( -- l capell A p 

John Rever F 8d Luoe Tyler A p Peter Borne A p 

Frauncys Hynche A p Bormeyne Bredes A p 

John Bygo (1525) 8d Jamys Turke A p Nycholas Bertyn A p 

Thanas o Prowne A p 

Brother Frenshman 8d 
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Valentyne de Prowne A P George Bogge ls 

\'Enys(ent)de Prowne A P in Richard a Wykes Jdm Fame ls 

Grawrl John Col yer AP workes Peter Gayne ls 

Berrye Bordett p John carboret ls 

1549 (E 179. 190/233) Antooye Keller p Warnet Gerard ls 

Frenchenen denyzens James Kescherell ls 

Warner Gerrard p in Nynyoo Burrells workes 

Iaurence Blewett ls Peter Sebrys p Al yens servauntes to 

Guillam Sobrys p Clenentt Gryans p Ridlard Wyke 

Nycl'Dlas Jerard 2s Robert Tenpl yer p I.ewes 8ampson p 

Jolm Carborett p John Berett p John Brye p 

Jamys Tanpl yer p Antony Ky llere p 

Robert Dc1tlse ls in Richard a Wekes John Pyball yar p 

Jamys Secherye p workes Phl yppyng 'lbllet p 

PetreSecherye p Nycholas Werett p 

Jdm Rybonar 3s Robert M:lrreys p Aliens servauntes to 

Ja.rman Myttyll p Michaell Bellett p Sir William Sidney 

Antooye Mytty 11 p Flyppyng 'lbllett p Peter Turner p 

Syrrcn Ty ler 2s John I:>ewe;e p John I.anot p 

Roger Tynker 1<· Iewys Sam{:Soo p 

Iewys Renser p Aliens servauntes tD 

George Bogge ls 1550 (E 179. 190/239) Mr Antony Pelham 

Guillam Bordett 2s Aliens Clement Grians p 

Frenchenen not denizens Sinon Tylar ls John Benet p 

in Sir William Sidneys Robard [)c"Mse ls 

workes Nicolas Gerard 2s 1551 (E 179. 190/244) 

Peter '!burner p I.awrens Blouet ls Serva~mtes to 

Gy llam Scbrys ls Richarde a Wyke 

in Mr Antonye Pelhams Jannyn Mitell p Antooye Kellarye A p 

workes John Ryboner 3s Jdm Grate A p 

Phyll YW Grewe p Rodger Tenkerye ls Lewys Samp3on A p 

Jdm I.errett p I.ewes Renser p Jdm Pyballary A p 
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John Bassell A p Servauntes to O~arles Jotn Jerott p 

Iawrens He (us? l p wamet 
r:avy Hatto A p Nico1as ltlsdlett AP Aliens serva~mtes to 

Willm Pawyer A p Harry ~stall an:i 

Servauntes to Peter Petyre A p Olar1es Jerat 

Sir Willm Si<i'ley knyght Peter Iamere A p Jarnen Mite1 p 

Ph1 ypinge Tollet A P Stelflyn ~11e A p Jdm Ty1er p 

Peter '1.\lrner A p Petar Iatornys A p Willian Pavye p 

Orbrye Iarl:er p 

.!\ntony Twllet p 1552 (E 179. 190/247) John Je1et his 

servaunt to Wy(kesl Aliens servauntes to serva1mt p 

Sir Willian Sidney lmyght Peter I.anar p 

Servauntes to Olar1es Fobert lklwse 1s Aliens I'Pusei'P1ders 

warner Si.mcn Ti1er 2s George Bogge 1s 

Jcim Russel1 A p Peter TUrner p Jdm Rdx:Jver 3s 

Nicolas Fewer A p Ph1YWYJl9 Tollet p 

Aliens Aliens servauntes tD 1560 (E 179. 190/266) 

Iawrens Blewet 1s .!\ntony Pelhan esquier R<i>art rosse 2s 

Nicolas Gerard 2s Roger Tankerye 1s Jannen Myttell 2s 

Jannen Mitell (?) Marryan Bennet 2s 

warnet Jerani 1s Aliens servauntes to Jdm Nevell 2s 

James M:>rell 1s Richard Wikes Guy lhan cardo p 

Cbrye Iarber 1s James Tanplier p too Frendlanen 

Gy llan Burdet 1s John ()len p dwel1inge with p 

Sym:n Ty1er 1s G1ode 'lt:IIJ>1 yar p stelflyn Bla.et p 

a,bert Dosse ls Nico1as Jerett 2s Nici'P1as Fete p 

I.ewes Rawncer A p Peter Iamar p an:i his nanne p 

Rodger Tynkary ls Lawrens Blewet ls Lawrens Dupre p 

Jdm Polvo ls Jdm Grate p Phillip Grotte p 

John Rybc.ner 3s Warnet Jeret p Simoo Kennet p 

George Bogge 1s James M:>rell p 
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1572 (E 179. 190/283) 1576 (E 179. 190/298) 1595 (E 179. 190/332) 

Al yens Nicholas Jarrett L 3s4d Aliens 

Nycholas Jerrarde L 2s8d Niclx>las Pettit P Jom Cressie P 

Nyclx>las Furre P Alodrean Pynean ·p Jotm Bowyer P 

1\dryan Pynyan P John Pynyan P Lawrence Hawrowe P 

Jdm Pynyan P Laurence P Jdm Defect P 

John Jellye p John Valyance p Peter Weaver p 

Bastyan lambert P 

his boo men PP 

Niclx>las Furry P 

Netherfield includes the other part of Sir William Sidney 's 

Panningridge 1.10rk force. 'lb the east it wa.~ld incltrle fobmtfield 

furnace, rut Hodesdale forge, though in f.b.mtfield parish, appears to 

have been just within Battle hun:ked. However, unless we assign Richard 

~es' forgemen to Hodesdale it seaTS difficult to find rCXIIl for then 

elsewhere in the hurrlred, and they incltrle Laurence Bluit and manbers of 

the Hatto and Ta!plier families. Wekes also suwlied hanmers to 
6 

Robertsbridge forge fran Darvel furnace in this hundred and he was 

certainly ell>loying enough labour - iocluding boo French fcurrlers, 

warnet and Nicholas Jarret - to have run boo furnaces. 'lb the north, 

Glaziers forge wa.~ld be on the borders of the hurrlred. Glaziers was a 

Pelham forge and it 1.10uld be convenient to assign Anthooy Pelham 's 

1.10rkers to that forge. However, the Hawksborough run:ked returns seen 

to indicate that Nicholas Pelham was running Glaziers at this period. 

If this is so, it is difficult to solve the problem witlDut supposing 

that J\nthony Pelham 's workers here are cx:mplenentary to tlx>se in 

Foxearle rurrlred and assigning then to Ashl::urnham. Another prcblen is 

the furnace run by Draper, Westall arrl Charles Jarrett. COsts of 
7 

carriage of pig iron to Robertsbridge suggest it was at the same 

distance as Panningridge. This at once rules out any location in the 
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eastern half of the l'J.m:lred, so that Penhlrst furnace seens the cnly 

possibility. If so, it is natural to suppose that the ~rkers of Nini.an 

Burrell were also engage:} there in 1549, since Bur:rell was the lam of 

that namr. 

6. D.W.Crossley, ed. Sidney ironworks accounts (1975), p.114n. 

7. 20d. per ton. Idem, p.l02n. 

1524 (E 179. 189/128) 

Gyllam F 8d 

Jarden Frenchenan 8d 

Tanit Harby F 8d 

Jdm Grant F 8d 

Jotm Russell F 8d 

Al yn Russell F 8d 

Voden Voystell F 8d 

Jdm Tanpkyn F 8d 

'lhanas Sage F 8d 

(In service of 

Jdm Collenl 

Jotm Turkes F 8d 

Barden Frenchenan 8d 

Crqlper Frenchenan 8d 

Jdm Dirvie + F 8d 

Jenken Frenchenan 

Jdm Jellot F 

Adrean Frenchenan 

(Bivelham) 

Jdm Marteyley F 

('lbtti.ngwarth) 

8d Jom Gawyn A P 

8d Peter Ma1tlca¥e A P 

8d TtDtas Sanpton A P 

Jotm N:xmo A P 

Jotm Gyllat P 

8d Robert A P 

Peter Fer lekett A P 

Venten FrenchenBn 8d Jotm Garral:d A 

Jdm A 

p 

p 

1540 (E 179. 190/187) 

Charles~ A 

Jotm Vynter A 

ls 1549 (E 179. 190/233) 

2s Aliens in the ~rkes 

Join Jespere A (1s?) of Nyci'Dlas Pelham 

Clement Quyer preste AP esquyer 

Join carry A P Guy llan Fawke fynar ls 

Wi.lliam 'Iaylar A P Mychell Hedhall oolyar P 

Nyci'Dlas Hynjall A P GarnBn the hanennan P 

Rychard A p 

+ An alternative reading to that of J. CorrMall 'Darme '. ea pi tal 'o 's 

and 'H's are also very alike in this MS. so that cne oould alirost :read 

'Harvie '. Jotm Harvie cam to England in 1552 and later served Hugh 

Collyn at SOcknersh. 
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Aliens in the workes 

of Jdm Coll yn 

John Mynyoo rolyar P 

Denys Lel:bys hamerman P Rd:Jert Banke fyoor P 

Gyles Iawrens fomlerP 

Alien in the workes of John Maiyan filler P 

Audryan Hatto hamernanP 1\ntonye Pelham esquyer 

Barden hamennan 2s 1551 (E 179. 190.244) 

Alien servauntt to 

Bartyl.mewe Geffrey 1550 (E 179. 190/239) 

'!he oorowgh of warbletoo 

Alyen 

Peter Hese famder (The Boi:OINE! of W3.rbleton) Dennys Lyli>ys servamrt: to 

Aliens servauntes to 

Aliens servaunttes to Richard W:dran 

Richard w:rlman hanmeman P 

1\ntooye Pelham esquyer Denys lDii>ys hainrennan p The oorowgh of Bellillym 

John Vyntoo fyoor 2s Nirolas Gottye colyer P (nil) 

Jdm I.eooard fyoor P John Gottye rol yer P 

'1he oorough of Tottyngworth 

Aliens in the workes of The Boi:OINE! of 'lbttyngworth Servauntes to 

Joane Istedd Alyens servauntes to Mr 1\ntony Pelham 

Robert Blank fyoor P John Coll yn John Vinton fyner A ls 

Petre Borayne fynor P Jolm Gue thelder rolyar P Hedall rolyar A P 

Gy les Laurence famder P John Gue the yonger Simcn his man A P 

Jdm Maryoo mynor P rolyar P 

Servauntes to Joane Isted 

Aliens in the workes of The Borowe of BelliUan Giles Lawrens fownder AP 

Jdm Bakar Aliens servauntes to 

David Demoyschell mynerP Mr 1\ntooye Pelham 

Jdm Olrleggo A 

Rdlert fyner A 

p 

p 

Jdm Vinton fyoor ls Peter Iawrens A P 

Alien in the workes of John Ieooarde fyner P 

Jdm Saxpes Hedall rol yer P '!he oorough of Burghersh 

Robert carone rolyer P Actor colier P (nil) 

servaunte to Jdm Baker 

Aliens in the workes of 

Richard w:xtnan Aliens servauntes to 

Nyrolas Gottye col yar P Joone Isted 

1552 (E 179. 190/247) 

Aliens servauntes to 

Richarde W:xldman 
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Denys Iebys p 1560 (E 179. 190/266) 1576 (E 179. 190/298) 

Ge1Ull Fasshatt p Aliens wart>leton 

Bardyn p (nil) 

Aliens servauntes to John Grynde<pre p 

JoarE Isted Gla:ie Averye p Byshoprich Borowe 

Gy1es the~ ls Peter l.arrtlerte p Jaoob A 3s.4d 

Macyan p John Everet p 

Jdm Haunyng p Tottingford 

1572 (E 179. 190/283) Christmas A servaunt 

Aliens servauntes to Alyens to Henry Collen p 

'Ihanas Mar 1ey gent Jennan Myttell 2s 

Glode Aufrey p Drushe servant to Byve1ham E!aroole 

Jom Vinton p Jom Glasyer p Alyens 

Bosewa.ye p 

Alien servaunt to servantes to Dynnys Bosard p 

John Baker 'Ihanas Greane 

Jom Botton p Powle F.dolfe p Burhwarsh 

John M:lro p Drowsh A p 

Aliens servauntes to 

Bartilnew Jefferye Roger Tanckere11 p 1595 (E 179. 190/332) 

Everet p (nil) 

Michae11 p 

'lhi.s hundred inclooai the southern part of Mayfield parish, the 

borough of Bivelham. The returns are particularly interesting because 

they record not only nany ocrupatioos, rut the boroughs in ~eh the 

w:>rkers lived. ~ver, there aJ;PE!Clrs to be an error in the return for 

1551, if the entries for Joan Istai and Antony Pelham are cx:mpued with 

those of 1549 am 1550. The clerk aJ;PE!ClrS to have gate Straight 00 

fran Bivelham to 'Ibttingworth, forgetting to record the aliens. 
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He ~n tucked them in at the end of the Tottingworth return. 

'llie minor errors made by clerks in =ping with foreign names are 

perha15 p.~t in ~ir correct perspective when one l=ks at what 

happened to the English place name in ~ 1576 return for Tottingworth! 

In Bivelham we apJ:Ear to have a Pelham forge, a Baker furnace and 

aii Isted furnace and forge. However, ~ miner anployed by Baker in 

1549 could have been working for Old Mill furnace in Isenhurst and the 

apJ:Earance here in the 1552 return of John Botton ( 46) seens to =nfinn 

this, since he had been included in the Isemurst lists of 1550 and 

1551. The Pelham forge is protably Hawksden, with Thanas fobrley taking 

over fran Pelham in 1552. Joan Isted 's forge may have been r-t:at Mill 

(Bevilham forge itself lying outside the hurrlred as explained under 

Shoyswell) in whidl case her furnace might have been Broadhurst, or 

nore protably Btmgehurst. In Tottillg\\'Orth we find Jdln Collyn 's 

Bunesh forge (1549, 1550), Nicoolas Pelham 's Glaziers forge (1549) and 

a furnace nm by Bartholanew Jeffrey (1549, and 1552?), possibly 

Broadhurst, if this was not the Isted furnace. In Warbletoo we have a 

\'bOOnan forge (Steel forge?), and briefly in 1549 a Pelham forge 

(UM>eech?). In 1541 'Saxbedle' and W:xklye eadl supplied 21 tons of 
8 

sows to Robertsbridge forge, before the furnace there was cperntional , 

so the works of John Saxpes was prcbably a furnace. H<:Mever, in 1543 

Robert Caron ( 178 ) , the -.orker in question here, was -.orking for W:xHy, 

the return being for the Isenhurst part of the hundred of Dill in 

Pevensey :raJ:E. Heathfield -.ould seem to be oo the border between the 

t-.o raJ:Es and J:Erhal5 sufficiently far north to be rated to Isenhurst 

:rather than Hellingly. 
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I:rom;orking nust have been widespread in Hawksborrugh bmdred by 

1524. 'lhe works of Jolm Collen had started t\010 or three years earlier 

and by 1525 eight Frenctroen 1ro1ere teing employed prestmably at or near 

Burwash. Tre place of arployment of the other block of eight atployees, 

\\be included W:lden Vasell (158), is difficult to suggest. 'lhe alien 

Jolm Merteley of Bevilham is IX>Ssibly John de Verey ( 149) alias Nooo, 

narteleur, who had cane to England abrut 1523 and who is still recorded 

in the return for 1539. His son, also French-born, worked at Green's 

forge in Bevillan in 1572 and his Ehglish-bom grandson, Jordan de 

Verrey, was a harmeJ:nan \\be died in 1641. Venten was prcbably the 

finer, Jdm Vinton ( 97) , and might have been anployed at Glazier 's 

forge, before transferring to Hawksden, for ~ich he appears to have 

\O!Orked later on. 

8. U 1475, B 5/1. 

1524 (E 179. 189/127) John Alyn p+ 8d 

Willian Bzown F 8d 

1525 (E 179. 189/133) 

Laurenoe Docheman 2s 1540 (E 179. 190/187) 

MartenBraband A ls 

John Lanbard F 8d Wyllm A p 

John Frenclinan 2s Wyllm A p 

Jellat COllyn 8d Jahn M:lrrant A ls 

Robynet COlyer 8d HUsbote A p 

REmy A 3s.4d 

1525 Garred Fssewe A p 

Wi.lliam Alyn F 8d J\ntony Fssewe A p 

'!bares Fssewe A p 

+ 

John Derrett A P 

Marten Derrett A P 

Thanas Desyen A P 

Jdm A p 

1549 (E 179. 190/233) 

John (-)go brewer 

servauntt to P 

Joane Welsche 

(- )daig(-) rolyar 

servauntt to P 

Godard Welsche 

Possibly the same as the Jdm Frenchman listed in 1524. 



Maryon Benett 

serv ( auntt to P 

Will )yam Haye 

1550 (E 179. 190/239) 

Aliauntes servauntes to 

Jcane walshe and to 

Gcrlard her sonne 

Jdm TU.rke P 

Guyllam Dygon P 

ct"lery Russell P 

Jolm Margo P 

Alyauntes servauntes 

to Jolm Haye 

James Frenchenan P 

Marayn Bannat P 
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1552 (E 179. 190/247) 

Aliens servauntes to 

Gcrlarde Wa1she gent. 

Aufrye Russe11 P 

Cbllen Mallet P 

Aliens servauntes to. 

Hugh Cbllyn 

Siroan C1eriewe p 

!ewes Bur:den p 

Jdm Olerterye p 

Jolm Harvye p 

Rany Harvye p 

Gy llam DetrOITe p 

1560 (E 179. 190/266) 

Aliens 

John Harvie P 

1551 (E 179. 190/244) Jolm Morgo P 

(nil) Antrnnye P 

1572 (E 179.190/283) 

Alyens 

John Tassell P 

Jolm Harvye P 

Olarles Levyvache P 

1576 (E 179. 190/298) 

Alyens 

Jctm Rootes p 

Nicrn1as p 

Jctm Jellye p 

Alloe p 

1595 (E 179. 190/332) 

(nil) 

'Ibis hundred included the Socknersh manor J;Brt of Brightling 

J;Brish, so for this period the known ironworks are Socknersh furnace and 

Bugsell forge. Robynet Colyar is prdlably the same as Jolm Robynett 

( 47) who worked for Jdm Baker in 1544. The long list of aliens in 1540 

does not include any name of an d>vious ironworker and is a p..~zzling 

feature. The Jolm Margo listed in 1550 (and in 1560 ?) is prdlably the 
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fifth and last person listed in 1544 for Sir Robert Tyrwight's 

irol"lo'Orks arrl the brewin:J I!BlticDed in 1549 might be the persistent 

illicit kind, in which sate of the imnigrants indulged. 

Hugh COllyn 's \o10rkers of 1552 are clearly listed for Socknersh 

furnace. The t:\«l Hazveys (167, 168) we:re earlier listed at wadh.Jrst 

and were Ine!lbers of a family of founders. They a:>uld have been brought 

to Scx::lmersh to re-start the furnace after a pericxl in lease to the Hay 

family. COllyn also recruited Siiron Cleriewe fran Frcnnfield. The 

w:tlshes we:re perhaps runnin:J Bugsell forge after a pericxl rut of the 

trade. '1hey had :recruited William Duggyn fran Sir William Sidney (at 

Robertsbridge forge, 1549) and <l:lery Russell fran ptrs<D Levett (37). 

'lliE fiJIDRED OF ROOERTSBUDGE 

1524 (E 179. 189/127) Iaurence Fawtrell p 1550 (E 179. 190/239) 

Rictard Byne p Aliens 

1525 (E 179. 189/133) Jane ByrE p in the \o10rkes of 

O.Unto F 2s fllgh Marchaunt p Sir WilliCIIl Sidney 

Fayther IB.ye F 2s JCII'Iy5 Growte p WilliCIIl Fawterel1 

A Docheman (1525) 8d Willyam ruggyn p alias Hatto p 

Jaket Frendman (1525)8d Jane Byre vidua p 

Vyncentt Bdcett William Vacket p 

1540 (E 179. 190/187) nayle naker p Richazd Fal yant p 

Vyncent Bckett A p Aleyn Jerre his nan P Charles Pullen p 

Peter A p 

Gar:rett A p Aliens in the workes of Aliens in the \o10rkes of 

John Philpott Philpot 

1549 (E 179. 190/233) Iewes Bayarde p !.ewes Bayard p 

Aliens in workes of Iaurence Lakear p Lawrens Ldtkyar p 

Wy 11 yam Sidney knyght Jctm Nayler p John Cl~r p 

Wyllyam Fawtrell Maryon Mayskyn wyoowe 2s Vincent Bocl<:ett 

alias Fatter p nay le naker p 
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1551 (E 179. 190/244) 1552 (E 179. 190/247) 1560 (E 179. 190/266) 

Aliens servauntes to Aliens servauntes to Aliens 

Sir Willm Sidney knyght Sir William Sidney knight Peter Joly 2s 

William Fawterell P Hewe Marchaunte P Jannan I:allanot P 

Jare Bire wi~ P 

Hugh Marcha\D'lt p 

Aliens serva\D'ltes to 

Jctm Philpott 

!.ewes Bayerde 

I.awrens IDkyar 

John Cloucher 

p 

p 

p 

Peter Joll ye 

Aliens servauntes to 

John Philpott snythe 

I.awrens IDyeker p 

I.ewes Berade p 

Jdm Clocher p 

Vincet Bdtet p 

Pe John Clotear p 

1572 (E 179. 190/283) 

Peter Jellye A 2s 

1576 (E 179. 190/298) 

Alyens 

Peter Jellye 3s.4d 

Thanas l'c7w le p 

Charles Fever p 

1595 (E 179. 190/332) 

(nil) 

'!he iroo1o10rks is Sir William Sidney '!! Rol:ertsbridge forge, with 

the furnace caning back into blast in 1573. Philp:>t and Bdtett (203) 

are 'Ell known fran the Sidney ironworks accoo.nts as purd!asers of iron 

and suppliers of iroo1o10rk, especially nails. Fran the nanes of the 

1o10rkers 'Ne gather that Philp:>t also rranufactured locks. If he enployed 

native laboor as well he nust have operated oo a considerable scale. 

In 1550 Bokett looks to follow on at the end of the Philp:>t list 

without actually J:elonging to it, but in 1552 he is possibly just 

another of Philpot's enployees. The reversion of the surname 'N:tyler' 

to the French cloutier, in various fonns, throws an interesting light 

oo the anglicisation of foreign surnanes. 
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1551 (E 179. 190/244) 

(lacks Staple) 

1572 (B 179. 190/283) 

Alyens 

1524 (E 179.189/127) 

1525 (E 179. 189/133) 
(nil) Willian the Frerrllnan 2s 

1540 (E 179. 190/187) 
(La<:Ks Staple) 

1552 (E 179. 190/247) 

Adryan lXlggyn D ls 

Fraurx:=is his serval.Dlte P 

Edward Ransane P 

Bastyan F p 

1549 (B 179. 190/233) Damarons alias Ressle ls 1576 (E 179. 190/298) 

Frenchenent in the wa:-kes Peter Durarons his scn P AI yens 

of Wi.llyam Sydney knyght Peter de Guye p 

Petre Jollye 

NiclDlas Mu:ye 

Hoger de Prewe 

hlryan ruggyn 

p 

p 

p 

p 

1550 (E 179. 190/239) 

( incx:Dplete) 

+ 

1560 (E 179. 190/266) 

Fraunoes A P 

9loold read, Ogni.ben :wtere, the name 

of a M!ll-krown Italian glassnaker. 

Godfrye de la Haye P 

Ognilen :Wtere + P 

Jom Mary P 

Steplen de Voye P 

Jom Fyoot P 

p 

1595 (E 179. 190/332) 

Peter Kinge A 3s4d 

'lhls hl.Dldre:'l cx:atains rore of the ~:deers at R:ilertsbridge forge. 

!ridge am Northiam furnaces are trought to be seventeenth century in 

date. Brede furnace borders the hurrlred and is thought to have been 

ruilt between 1574 am 1578. lfolever, the names of Godfrye de la Haye 

and Ogniben :Wtere nust be asscx::iated with the glass ~Its in the area. 

Peter re Guye had been liste:'l in 1560 in Sb:>yslliell hundre:'l together with 

IOrilan'l (sic) Ieonard, whan he uarried at <bldhurst the next year. 'lhe 

parish register shows him to have I'E!IBined in Kent, possibly a worker at 

Bedgebury forge, until 1573. Raollam Meadow 1oas a oollier, who 1o8S 
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later at Crowhurst arrl Penhurst. The FBYIIlent of Peter Kinge was listed 
s 

as 4s.4d. ,but the rcman iiij has arabic 3s entered above, which ~mld 

be correct. 

The return for 1525 (E 179. 189/133) cantains the name of one 

Frendman, John Helyngcoort, who FSid Bd., rut the cnly other entry to 

oontain aliens, arrl the only one of oonoem for ircn manufacture is that 

for 1572 (E 179. 190/283) in which James Turull and John Grengell fBid 

the JX>ll tax. 'Ihey were presurrably \IOrkers at Crowhurst forge arrl John 

Gringo had previously FSid tax in 1560 in Hawksborough hundred 

(Gryndegore}. In 1565 he figured in the Warbletcn parish register and 

he was burierl later in 1572 at Cro.rhurst. 

~stfield forge was within this tamdred arrl its finer, Alexarrler 

Vinton, who died in February 1579, was English born. If any Frenchrren 

were enployerl tiE forge nust have been ruil t too late for then to aprear 

in the 1576 return. It was not in the 1574 list. 

THE HUNCRED OF BI\'ITIE 

1524 (E 179. 189/127) Antcny Denaybone F 2s.6d 

Peter Bysi'Dpp F 8d 

1525 (E 179. 189/133) Gorge Joyoe 

Symon t-Erser F 2s Docheman 8d John Petygrewe Scotte 8d 

Comeles Androwis John Franbofe A ls Peter F 8d 

Docherran 8d 

Comeles caprer William Nele F(l525) 8d 

Dochenan 8d 
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1540 (E 179. 190/187) 1552 (E 179. 190/247) 

Jdm Frondebeyff A 2s A1 yens 

1560 (E 179. 190/266) 

Aliens 

Jolm Laby A 6s Olar 1es Jerett D 

Wyllrn Ve1o A ls Harmer Stempe D 

George Jchooson A P 

1549 (E 179. 190/233) 

Alyens 

Hannan St.E!Ip! 0 25s.4d 

George Jdmson 

Flemyng P 
Petre Bynehan F P 

Antonye Gy les A P 

servauntt to 

Rd:lert Harrys 

1550 (E 179. 190/239) 

(return inaxrplete) 

1551 (E 179. 190/244) 

(lacks Battle) 

Fryso Hanrer 

Dochsnan 

his servaunte 

WilliCIII a ~ 

IXxilanan 

Syin:n F 

Peter ByiiBn F 

Antooye Gy1es F 

Bs Harmm stempe 14s 

25s Nicholas Jarret L 2s.8d 

.P 1572 (E 179. 190/283) 

Alyens 

p 

p 

p 

Hennan stetpe 

Ianberte Fleete 

Jdm Platten 

2s 

p 

p 

P 1576 (E 179. 190/298) 

Alyens 

James Minidge + 3s. 4d 

Christofer Bm:dett P 

Lambert Flitt P 

Jotn Platton P 

William l'elles p 

1595 (E 179. 190/332) 

(nil) 

+ 'Ibis nCIIIe rould read M.Jnd;Je. 

The known iroow:>rkers listed here are Olarles (1552) and Nicholas 

Jarrett (36) (1560). It is n:>teworthy that Olarles Jarrett, as ptrtner 

with Draper and l'estall in Netherfield hundred, paid less tax here than 

in 1550 as an anployee at Buxted. He is listed as a denizen, rut no 

record of this denizatioo seE!1S to survive in either State papers or 

Denization rolls. Other nanes ronnected with ironwarking might l:e Laby 

(1540), Minidge and Burdett ( 15 76). Trough iroow:>rks ~o~ere built late 
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in Battle h\mdred, Hodesdale forge on the northern ixlrder was probably 

worked by Richard ~es before 1550. 

The contributions to the subsidy made by Harman Stempe are 

notable. The will of John Frrndebaffe (1545) slDws him to have been a 

saddler. In 1525 the name of Gorge Joyoe appears 110re convincingly as 

George Jensctl am continues as Jdmson (or Jd1rn5Ctl!) in 1540 curl 1549. 

'lHE RAPE CF PF..VmSEY 

'lHE IUNJRED OF l.OXFIEID 

1524 (E 179. 189/117) 1543 (E 179. 190/191) servant to p 

Wadhurst Wadhurst Robert Vaut 

John Bodewyn F 2s Alyens Lawrens Petersrn A 4s 

Laurence Streter F 2s Lawrens Bluytt 8d 

Peter Herby F 2s Peter Russell 16d (Green) Herst 

Rene le Bages F 2s Wy lliam <l:ery p Alyens 

Peter Turner p Charlys 3s.4d 

M:l.yfield Maryon Gardyner p Perygo 8d 

(nil) John Nayler p John Penyoo 4d 

John Gardyrrbas p Gylbert 8d 

(Buxted ?) John 1-brrell 4d 

Gy lbert Vera11 F 8d Angell 4d 

Wi lliam Iovet F 8d May field 

Peter Russell F 8d Alyens 

Cblen Lambert F 8d Peter Stoberne p 1549 (E 179. 190/237) 

Nycholas Relf p Wadhurst 

(E 179. 189/164) Glade the colyer p Alyens 

Greenhurst Marian Lanbert p 

Jd1n the Brewer F 8d Uckfield Nicholas Lambert p 

Barty lnewe Docheman 8d Hubberd Skrett A SteP"ten Collet p 
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John Rcwbye p Reme Tyller p Hayfield 

(Jo)hn (Har)ve p Peter StOOCirne A p 

(Rane H)arv(e?) p Buxted 

Alyens Framfield 

Hayfield Charles Garrete 20s ~nten Tyller A 

Peter std>ume A p Jchn Penycn ls servant to p 

Marye Shelley wydar.e P Nicholas Eversfelde 

(ladts the renainder Peter Lambert p 

of Ioxfield) Hanbrey p Greenhlrst 

Jchn de ~e p Alyens 

Hantx:.nye Frannces p John Rynioo p 

1550 (E 179. 190/239) Hclnbonye Bardye p Marten Scmlp;oo p 

N:tdturst Janes Sa~ntsoo p 

Alyens 1551 (E 179. 190/237) Gyllyam the collyer P 

Gellet Russell F 2s N:tdhurst 

Barthelmewe Pol yne P Alyens 1552 (E 179. 190/247) 

John Rawebowe p John Trantham p (N:Idhurst) 

Jchn Harrewe p Steven Collete p Alienes 

Maryen Gardiner p John Harvey p Old Gylbert p 

Gilbert Frenshe p Jchn Robey p Marian Gardiner p 

Wi.lliam the parishe w:>rrell R>beys mane P Marians servant p 

prest of Maughefeld P ( Tosain?) his llBJI aloo P Stephan Collet p 

Bartoo Paoillen p John Pynnen ls 

Hayfield William Duchi.n p Mihell Hedell p 

Aliens 'lharas Ramset p John Roboye p 

Peter Stooeborne p Symoo Heyward p Roboyes servant p 

Rowe the collier p IEmy Harvye p 

Peter Bigod p May field 

Framfield Olde Gilberd p Peter Stopome A p 

Alyens Narryan Gardiner p 

Menten Tyller p Framfield 

Symoo Clerygo p Peter Quintnn A ls 
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wadhurst 

Aliens 

Jolm Royboy 

Richard Benet 

p 

p 
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Framfield 1576 (E 179. 190/298) 

Wid~ of Thanas Snythe P wadhurst 

1572 (E 179. 190/283) 

Iamberhurst 

Jolm Gunson A 

Jolm JdmSCil A p 

May field 

P Gabrell Penson A P 

In the I.oxfie1d hun:lred returns far 1524 we srould IJ["esunably 

firrl the \>'Orkers at Roger Machyn 's Buxted ircn mill. 'lbese are perhaps 

the four Frenchmen readed by Gy lbert Verall ( 40 ) , arrl this seens the 

nore likely as Verall, or Averall, was still at Buxted in 1543 arrl 

1544. Other future denizens identifiable in the 1524 list seen to be 

Peter Russell (2?) arrl at wadhurst, Jolm Bodewyn (34?) arrl Peter Herby 

(5). It is noteworthy that the \<edhurst aliens, perhaps employed at 

Verredge or Brookland forges, each IBid 2s. to the subsidy, whilst 

their ~ neighlx>urs returned for the S!Bll forges in the Sunning! ye 

section . of washlingstone hundred IBid no less than 3s. each. Perhaps 

the 1r.0rkers at these forges were better IBid than the Frendmen at the 

llBjor 1r.0rks elsewrere in tre Weald. 

As it starrls, roll 237 (1549) contains scme ananalies. Both 

\<edhurst arrl East Grinstead occur twice, giving t1r.0 entries for stepren 

Collet and Jdm Roboye. Bartholanew Polen a~rs both in Danehill 

fbrsted hundred and in Wadhurst (as Bartcn Powllen). It is evident 

that the first IOellbrane of 237 belongs in a different subsidy. I have 

transferred its entries to 1551, tre roll far which (242) otherwise 

lacks I.oxfield hurrlred. As a result Bartholanew Polen is fClllld at 

Danehill fbrsted in 1549, lllOITes to \<edhurst in 1550 and is still there 

in 1551. This rearrangement seans to 1r.0rk satisfactorily in other 

respects too. Tre secorrl merrbrane, which is far East Grinstead, 
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o:mtains no aliens, but is data'! ·to ~ reign of Henry VIII, arrl also is 

an intruder in this roll. 

1\irong the aliens at \'edhurst in 1543 Jdm Barham 's 'NOrkers Marian 

Iani:Jerd alias Gardiner (108) arrl John Gardambas (llO) can be identified, 

arrl (X>SSibly also Gilham Sd:Jeris (109) in the guise of an otherwise 

~ William Cl:lery. But by 1549 \'edhurst had lost Bluytt,SOOeris arrl 

Peter '1\Jrner (probably the Peter Foonder of the Panningridge ac<xnmts ) 

to Netherfield hundred, whilst parscn I.evett's Nicholas Jarrett (36) had 

nDVed ~re as well. Jdm and Remy Harvey also noved fran Wadhurst to 

Henhurst l:urrlred (presl.lllably to Socknersh furnace) between 1551 arrl 

1552, as did Simon Clerigo fran Framfield about the same tine. 'Ihe 

presence of the Harveys arrl '1\Irner in \'edhurst borrugh bears out ~ 

statement of Thanas Darrell that the parishes of \'6dhurst and 

Iani:Jerhurst cootained four furnaces in 1548 (Weal den Iroo,p.269), but 

gives no indicatioo as to which. 

'Ihe only ironmaster named is Nicholas Eversfield in 1551 at 

Framfield. He died ~ followirJ3 year mentiooirJ3 his forge in his will. 

Hc:Mever, the Tyler family were fourrlers, Orlntin Tyler (58, already 

Eversfield 's servant in 1544) probably being the Quyntin who ran 

Scarlets furnace in 1574. 'Ihe register of Framfield contains the 

narriage entry in 15 39 for another Eversfield 'NOrker, Roger Tancre (57 ) . 

If Eversfield was running a furnace in Framfield this would be Pounsley, 

whidl is mentiooed in ~ Portsmen 's canplaint of 1548 arrl which his 

family ownai in the seventeenth century. His own Irx:Juisi tion (X>St 

IIDrtan includes the IIEntioo of the 'Brokefield' in Frarnfield. 

Despite the lack of ironmasters ' na!IES it is easy enough to 

identify parson I.evett 's 'NOrkers under Greenhurst or Buxtai. It is 

notable that in 1543 all I.evett 's 'NOrkers -were affluent enough to be 
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taxed on goods, whilst in 1550 Olarles Jarrett p:tid the handsme sun 

of 20s., just before leaving for Battle and his p:trtnership with Draper 

and \'€stall. After his departure the nunber of aliens enoloyed at 

Buxted seems to have declined rapidly. 

THE HlJNI:RED OF HAR.l'FIEill 

1524 (E 179. 189/117) Robert 'lemple A 8d 1543 (E 179. 190/191) 

Garfysh F 8d William Brisball A 8d Alyens 

John Corse A 8d servants to Mrs Bower 

Jolm Blank F 2s Colne capyll A Bd Mare p 

Allyn ~ris A 8d Fremyng p 

Jolm Myskyn F 8d Jolm Gossatt A 8d Tlolas Collyar p 

Raynald Rd:>yn A Bd Nouell M'iy 8d Nycolas Gro.rt p 

Jakes Asoes A 8d William Russell A 8d John Gardener p 

M'iryon A· 8d Perese Botell A 8d Antony Famler p 

Jakatt A 8d John '1\lrke p 

Fraunoes Haukes A 8d (E 179. 189/164) Peter Collyar p 

Nid:lolas Rcbard A 8d Effryt Pennyon A Bd William Bordyn p 

Antooy capell A Bd Jaoobe caserall ABd Peter Flernyng p 

Jolm Garner A 8d Colles Robyn A 8d 

I.aussnet A Bd William Milkylbyll A 8d Gyllam 'Ihooas Gavylls 

Petter A Bd prisooer p 

Jel}'e A 8d Nid:lolas Jenkes A 2s 

Jolm Fettery A 8d John '!emple A 2s servants to parscn 

Kennad A Bd Fraunssis Oleverell A 8d Ievett 

Peter A 8d Gylberd the collyar P 

Nicholas Groute A Bd Char lis p 

Wethyham Scraoe p 

FilPJtt lambert A Bd Michell Shosmyth F·8d 

l.antJert Lyllat A 8d Alyn oolyar F 8d 
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lldryanRroer p Alyens. Withiham 

servants to 1\dr ian Peter COll yer p Barthol.mew .l'amtyngs P 

Reder Nycholas Rychard p Fynche p 

Bartel.mewe Pa.mtye P Fremiyng the fyner p 

Jolm Godfrye p M::Jwery the fyner p 1572 (E 179. 190/283) 

Frauncis Jayms p Alyens 

Gyllam Pykes p 

servants to I.ecnard 1552 (E 179. 190/247) Phillip p 

call is Alenes 

cu-oo Kervyle p Peter COll yar p 1576 (E 179. 190/298) 

Jurden p Hartfield 

1549 (E 79. 190/237) Fremyng p Alyens 

(lacks Hartfield) .Marian p Jolm Arthur 10s 

Jhon his nan p Gy llam Fortell p 

1550 (E 179. 190/239) Bartyll.mewe fyner p Antronye Iavyntor p 

Alyens Mathew Bewser p Freming p 

Barthel.mew Fyner p Kyrwyn carde p Peter Marygold p 

Frymynge COllier p 

Fetter COlyer p 1560 (E 179. 190/265) Wythyham 

l'bres Fyner p aliens James the Snyth p 

Myclowe COlyer p Peter COl yer de Newbrege 

J:mme ha!rennan de Paroke 2s 

1551 (E 179. 190/242) Gyfferd the colyer P 

Barthelroew Pomting A P Frimyng stephen colloer P 

I.eonarde CUrlyffe A P 

~vye A P 

'Ihe 1524 list of iroo-v.orkers headed by FiliXJtt .I..anbert is 

introduced by the name of Roger M:l.chyn, whose assessment was for thirty 

poun:ls. M3chyn 's will was provro later in the J\p!:il in which the 
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subsidy was levied, and we know fran it that he held i.ral mills at 
9 

Buxted, BirchEn and Steel forge. '!be ele'llell (or fifteen ?) workers 

listed here for hlm woold certainly ioclude those working at the Steel 

forge in .Ashdown Forest, rut might inchde the BirchEn W~Xkers too, 

sinoe the stream in Birch:len fonned the boundary with Rotherfield 

hundred • .Anong future denizens listed here are Nid!olas Gralt (84), 

William Brisball (122), Effryt Pemycn (101) am pcssibly Jolm Garner 

(156). later references to Brisball ocrur at ROOert.sbridge in 1546 

(E.S.R.O., llcoessicn 1745, =listed), transferred to the Archdeacon 

(Sir Jdm Sherief - at Sheffield or \i:>rth ?) in 1547 (U 1475, B 10/1), 

-working for Robert W:lodnan in 1551, am finally at CCMEn in 1560 

(Subsidy rolls). A future collier at Rdlertsbridge was Frcmcis Hawkes 

(U 1475, B 7/1), whilst M:iryon was pcssibly M:irin Renoult, wtx> came 

fran Bouelles am in 1526 app:>inted his brother Tassin as his 

procurator to wind ~ his affairs in France (Archives Depntementales 

Scire-Maritime, 2 EP 14/318, 9 Sept. 1526). 

Parson Levett 's -workers of 1543 were preSUIIBbly at StUilbletts 

furnace, which ~~es en the King's 0011111CnS and consequently returred here 

despite actually being in the hundred of Danehill lklrsted. Here also 

Olarles (Jarrett) am Gylbert (Averell) J;Bid .. the lX>ll tax, thoogh also 

bein;J assessed en goods at the works in Greenhurst. 

'!be Hartfield subsidy seems to oonfinn the deducticn of 

C.F.Tebbltt that the missing works of John Baker in Wi.thyhan parish was 

that rear Crowbarough Hrrren (Bulletin, 1st series, 12, p.2). Entries 

relating to Lecnard callis, cardot ().liesdeville ( 44) am Bartholanew 

Pamten can be found in the lbtherfield parish register, and these can 

nuch nore easily be accounted for if Baker's -works was so far south in 

Withyham J:Brish. '!be inclusion of another Baker -worker, M:ithew Bewser 

(43), in the 1552 return for this hundred lends supp:>rt to this view. 
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J\drian Rerler arrl Leonard Callis (the latter English born) as well as 

the perscns listed as "WOrkif¥3 for them would all then have been 

anployerl at Baker's Crowborough \'erren works. 

'1he 1576 return seens to sh<:M sarething of a resurgence of 

ironworkif¥3 in the hundred. Marygold nay have worked for Roger 

Gratwick in St. Leooard 's Forest earlier ( 1560) arrl Gy llam Fortell was 

the Willian Hatto alias Fewterell who had been harrmernan at 

Robertsbridge (15-43-51) arrl later was at Sheffield ( 1560) arrl Ik>rsterl 

Keynes (1572). 

9. Roger Machyn of :Rotherfeld,P.C.C.,l9 Bodfelde (1524). My thanks are 

due to Mrs. B.R.Tupnan for this reference. 

1524 (E 179. 189/117) 

Jdm Colyen F Bd 

Jdm the Frenshnan Bd 

1543 (E 179. 190/191) 

alycns 

Gy llet Russell 4s 

Jakes Hanizett 4s 

Godderd alias Kyng ls 

Wil1iam HOme alias 

Shynny prisorx:·r to 

Jamis CKley+ 2d 

THE fiJWRED OF ROmERFIEID 

1549 (E 179. 190/237) 1551 (E 179. 190/242) 

Alyens Alyens 

John Goderd 2s Jakes Hcnynges p 

Jakes Hamyng 2s John Goderd 2s 

Jakes Hanyng junr. p Peter Row larrl p 

G1017es Jcnney p 

1550 (E 179. 190/239) 

Aliens 1552 (E 179. 190/247) 

Jakes Hanyng (anotmts Alienes 

John Goderd wanting) Jakes Hanyng 

John Godderd 

John Masens 

Audrian Lauris 

2s 

16d 
p 

p 
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John Lucian p Gyllam Pya>tt p John Porter 

Anteny lllcian p Renny D.lrrant p 

Furr ' servaunt to 1576 (E 179. 190/298) 

1560 (E 179. 190/265) Alexander Fanner p Retherfield 

scwthe Ban;ghe Peter I.a!tbert Remy D.lrraunt A p 

Alien servaunt to p Frante Borowe 

Hugo p John carpenter Alyens 

Guilam Pygot p Pullen servaunt to Nicoolas Good 

John Barham p servaund to p 

1572 (E 179. 190/283) Anthenye Pavye John SauiDre 

Alyens servaunte to p Pollen p 

+ The fact that William !fine rontributErl 2d. en goods seeDB to 

preclude his being an alien. In this subsidy the minimun paid by 

aliens on goods was generally 4d. en goods worth one prund. 2d. was 

the [Dll tax paid by aliens. Otherwise the identific:atien with 

Wybarn 's worker Gilham Holmes (103) tNt:mld have seene:l likely. 

The three ~11-establishErl aliens of 1543 all paid tax en gocrls. 

All had beoome denizens in 1541 (18, 20 arrl 9 respectively) arrl John 

Godard wtx> carre in 1523 was the nost recent arrival. Jakes Hanniset 

was later employErl as a finer in st. Ieonard 's Forest ( 1560) , the 

Goddani family ~e forgenen also, as 1oere the Russells. There seEil5 

to be rothirg here to suwort the suwa;itien of H.R.Schubert that Lozd 

Abe:rgav~ was operating a furnace at Eridge in 1538 or even 
10 

erlier. Indeed, all three of these aliens IIBY have been living in 

Frant. Rally Durrant is prol:ably the first definitely identifiable 

furnaoeiiBn living in Rotherfield in 1572. Hc::Jwel7er, the 1560 list, 

which is renderErl in Latin centains in its eni!}llCltic 'de Hugone ', the 

only entry in a Sussex subsidy roll which it seans (X>Ssible to identify 

with the elusive Mr Huggett of Huggetts furnace, which lay just beycni 
11 

the boundary of the borough. 
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10. H.R.Schubert, History of the British iroo am steel industry, 

(1957), p.l68. 

11. If so, he rapidly roved to south W9.les. Both the Rcbertsbridge 

steelworks accounts and the Sidney Glamorgan accounts refer in 1567 to 

IOOI1eY owing to 'illggette' or 'fbget' (D.W.Crcssley, ed. Sidney 

irom!Orks accoonts (1975), w.231,239) and in 1571 am 1572 he was 

recorded as 'Hei«Jate Fc:wmer ' cmong Frenci"mEn paying the subsidy at 

Cleobury ~ (E 179. 167/44, 50). 

THE fiJN:lm) CF rnNEHILL IDRSl'ED 

1524 (E 179. 189/164) Row lam M:x:uml ye p 1550 (E 179. 190/239) 

(nil) Robert Tyller A p 

1549 (E 179. 190/237) 

1543 (E 179. 190/191) Alyens 1551 (E 179. 190/242) 

Servants to James F'anles ls Alyens 

Sir Wy lliam Barrentyne Robert Tyler p Jdm Fernes ls 

Jordayne Bowelly p Anthcnye Tyller ls Peter Gayne p 

JCIIlis Jenne p JCKllE!S Ty ller p Mychell Al yne p 

Bartyne Pullyne p Jorden de Iawnse ls Rd:lert Tyller p 

J:avyd Hawtont p Barthelmew Polen p Peter Belly p 

Antony Fowrrler p <l!arles Po1en p Antrony Tyller p 

Rcbert Ty lar p Jdm Vernes ls Onyen Russell p 

Nycolas p Richard M:>nyoo ls John Pollerd p 

Antooy Ty lar p Barthe1mew Jorden p 

Jamis Coli yar p Denys Jorden p 1552 (E 179. 190/247) 

Peter Gayn p 'lb:xlas Picard p Alyenes 

Chury M:>rrys p Unfrey Polen p James Farnyse ls 

Jdm Colyar p 'lhonas M:>nyoo p Jdm Pekerde p 

John Pycarke p 
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RobrtTylor p Charrelles Lerby p 1572 (E 179. 190/283) 

Henry Marian p Anteny Lerby p Alyens 

Antony Ty lor p John Pyckard p 

Peter Bely p 1560 (E 179. 190/265) John Gyllam p 

<Men Russell p Aliens Gyllam Hatto p 

fobris Ierby p AntlDny '!y lor p 

Marian J:linole p Wi.lliam Pavy p 1576 (E 179. 190/298) 

uxor et fill ' pp (nil) 

Many of the names rorresrond with those of Frenclinen krrlwn fran 

the Denization rolls (118, 119, 131, 132, 133, 134, 137). The James 

and John Colyar of 1543 appear under their surname of Vergnes (136, 

138) :in the later returns. Another occupational name IIBY be AntlDny 

Fownder ( rossibl y Anthony Burder, 117 ) • TOOugh he and the manbers of 

the '!y ler family of founders p.1t the aRiflasis en Barrentyne 's furnace 

at lbrsted Keynes, such Frenchmen as the members of the Pulleyn and 

Pavy families, who were roted forgenen, rould have been anployed at 

Freshfield forge, which was Glll:lB} the 1110rks mentioned :in the Portsmen 's 

oanplaint :in 1548. Onyan Russell (1551,1552) and Gyllam Hatto (1572) 

are other hanmermen listed here. Lindfield bordered the ().]se on the 

south side at Freshfield, ...ru.ch perhap; expla:ins why John Pickard "8s 

returned under L:indfield Arch :in 1560. 

It might appear that lbrsted Keynes furnace "8S rut of blast :in 

1550. W:ts Robert '!y ler Barrentyne 's principal frunder, whan he thought 

it prudent to reta:in en rontract lest he be p:lC!ched ? 

THE Hl.JNmED OF DANEHILL SHEFFIElD 

1524 (E 179. 189/164) Edward Groyne 8d 8d 

John May Douchanan 2s6d lbucheiran 
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1543 (E 179. 190/191) John Ganer 1s Marryan Perc:bne p 

alynes Peter Ganer p Jctm Rewy p 

servants to the f.t:lres Iarkes p Peter CUrler ls 

duke of Norfolke Jdm fhcMse ls Rally Ayelar p 

COly 4d Marian Predane p 

Tantas 4d Peter carler ls 1552 (E 179. 190/247) 

Peter I.aby 4d Rene Kelet p Alyenes 

Maryon p Jdm f.t>rrell ls Clanent Ma1et p 

Jellett 4d Marten p 

Blake JdJn 4d 1550 (E 179. 190/239) Jctm Bordet p 

Jamis Fy llar p Aliens Antony Bordet p 

Iewis con yar p Peter carler ls John Barten p 

Jelett COlyar p Peter Gagge ls Gyllet Barten p 

Jorden f.byner p Peter Lornan ls Gy lles NeweNe p 

John Myschaue p Peter p 

Jakes COil yar p 1551 (E 179. 190/242) f.t>ther Canbe p 

Jelett the ycnger p Alyens 

Nawde p Maryan f.t>canbell 1560 (E 179.190/265) 

Tantas p wya.a...e ls Aliens 

Jellete Rewy p Jctm Barton 2s 

seiVant to Jctm Vere Canes wydowe p Gyllam Hato 2s 

Stevyn AlJoon p Jctm Rewy ls Jctm Artor p 

Gylles Neve p Clement Collyer p 

1549 (E 179. 190/237) Martyne Peter p 

Alyens John arrl Gylles pp 1572 (E 179. 190/283) 

Peter Gage ls servantes to carden Tostet A p 

James SWage + ls John RcMy 

Jellet Barten 2s Clemente COllyer p 1576 (E 179. 190/298) 

John Barten p Tlx:mas Borde ls Alyens 

Gylgys Neve p Anthooy Border p Myshawe p 

Gyllam the Fyner p Dynnys carneuum p 
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+ ~he eight nanes fran James Swage to John Showse have been 

superilrp:lsed oo erasures. 'M:)res Iaz:kes' shalld obviously read 'M:)res 

Iarbe ' , the 's ' perhaps showing thralgh fran the erased entry. But 

rrany of tie other entries are unsatisfactory, both here and elsewhere. 

'Reme (Kelet ?) ' (1549) and 'Remy Ayelar' (1551) should probably read 

'Rany Tyler' (75). In 1550 re is found entered rorrectly at Framfield. 

A C~C~~parisoo of tle 1543 return with tle lists of denizens (65-78 

and 143-148 J RBkes better sense of the single and OCCI.pltional names 

given here, prOITided one knows of three sets of aliases, viz.: Peter 

Iaby alias Almord (65), Jellet Barton alias Rewy (73) an:l John Gunrie 

alias Tantas ( 144). Of the denizens who do not appear here, John carye 
( 68) is foom later at ~rth, both Nicrolas Iawhen ( 66 ) and Remy 

M:)rrell ( 76) may be there also ( 'Loye' and 'Remi ') and Peter Buly ( 72) 

later awears at llmehill Horsted (1551, 1552). Black John~ on to 
12 

1.10rk as a rollier at Panningridge in 1546 i he rould be John Gavell 

( 70) • Fran the denizatioo entries 144 and 146 we .ltr!c:w that the Duke 

had t'WO finers here (Gunrie and Predan), "WOrking presi.IMbly at 

Sheffield forge. '!be mentioo of tle miner am filler in 1543 and the 

inclusioo of Peter Gage in 1549 and 1550 RBke it clear that the entries 

of these years relate to Sheffield furnace too. The three ~ries for 

1550, being oo gocx:ls ooly, furnish oo proof that anyone 'olaS a~ployed by 

rovenant that year at all, which agrees with the ~lls and banks being 

"in ruin and decay" (wealden Iroo, p.414). A rapid reccNery seems to 

have been RBde. 

'lbere is oo certainty whettEr any of the later entries relate to 

Fletching forge. Possibly the workers listed urder Barcanbe hurrlred 

(Lewes rape) in 1576 belong there. 

12. E.S.R.O. ,Microfilm of Huntington library M>. This inforRBtion 

kindly canrunicated by Christof(ler Whittick. 
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THE HUNil'lED OF RUSIDOIDEN 

1524 (E 179. 189/164) Anti'Dny servant to 

Rotti.ngtan the seid Garer P 

Jdm Ducheman 8d Barden ls 

1560 (E 179.190/265) 

Marsfield 

Aliens 

Peter Gage ls Peter Almoo 10s 

1543 (E 179. 190/191) Barnard Rychardson P Peter Gage D P 

Bamard Rycharson A 4d Charles Pollyn D P 

1552 (E 179. 190/247) David Hato D P 

1549 (E 179. 190/237) Rottingham John Myshar alias 

Barnard Richardson A ls Barnarde Rid!ardson A ls J«wero D P 

Iawrans HanBon A p 

1550 (E 179. 190/239) Alienes 1572 (E 179. 190/283) 

(nil) Peter Alnan 18d Alyens 

Antcny :Wcas p Nycholas Gotyer 6s 

1551 (E 179. 190/242) Peter Gostocke p Peter Debewe p 

Alyens Peter Gayge p Peter Servaunt to 

Peter Alnan ls John GI.JmEr p Gotyer p 

AntOOny Incas p Charrelles Pullyn p Robert Bl~ p 

Jannan Tulloke ls Nicolas Iaby p Maryan Olde p 

Jdm Ganer ls Barden p 

Gyllet p 1576 (E 179. 190/298) 

Roger Gaunet p Alyens 

Iatarde p Maryan Olde p 

Myshalole p 



53 

Schubert thooght Hendall was a Pelham furnace aJXl that it started 
13 

about 1544, rut Isambard Bilet, Anthooy Peltan's worker (94), is 

first mentiooed in the Maresfield FSrish register in 1553, and the 

subsidy rolls seem to indicate a date of aroond 1550 for the move of 

French irooworkers, aJXl ~cularly of the founder Peter Gage, to the 

area. That Anthooy Pelham was involved would find further coofiilllatioo 

if it could be proved that Barden (1551,1552) was Jcim Barden, his 

hanmerman (Warbletcm 1549: Shoys~ll, i.e. ~ilham forge, 1550) aJXl 

that Leonard (1552) was John I.a>nard, his finer (Bevilham, i.e. 

Hawkesden forge, 1549-1551). 

13. Schubert, q>. cit.,p. 377. 

THE fiJIDRED OF FAST GRINSTFAD 

1524 (E 179. 189/117) 1550 (E 179.190/239) 1572 ( 179. 190/283) 

Burgus (nil) Alyens 

Guye Deryk stranger 8d George Gyles p 

1551 (E 179. 190/242) Peter Busse p 

1543 (E 179. 190/191) Henry Tl'mas A p 

(nil) The Borowghe 

1552 (E 179. 190/247 Harry TIDtas A p 

1549 (E 179. 190/237) Harri 'Ihanas A p 

(nil) 1576 (E 179. 190/298) 

1560 (E 179. 190/265) Grinsted Borowe 

Anthony Burdewe p Henry Tlxxras A p 

The entries for Gyles and Busse in 1572 are the ooly ooes that it 

sears probable are linked to the manufacture of ircm in these returns. 
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THE HUNI:RID OF LIIDFIEr.D AROi 

1524 (E 179. 189/119) 1550 (E 179. 190/239) 

1525 (E 179. 189/126) Alyens 

Peter Arno1d A(l524)2s 

Francis Flote A 

labourer ( 1525) 8d 

1543 (E 179. 190/191) 

Alyens 

Join Jdmscn servant 

to Harry Lucas p 

Harry :Wcas 5d 

Cornelius servant to 
the said Harry p 

Cornel ys Hannoo P 

1549 (E 179. 190/237) 
+ 

(ladts Lindfield Arch) 

+ 

Harry :Wcas 2s 

Nycoolas Fownder P 

Jcfm Jdmscn p 

James Gasoon p 

1551 (E 179. 190/237) 

Alyens 

Henry :Wcas 2s 

John Johnson P 

James Gasccn p 

Nycoolas FoWlder ls 

+ 

1552 (E 179. 190/247) 

Alienes 

Henry :wcas 
John Johnson 

'1he Famder 

2s 

p 

p 

1560 (E 179. 190/265) 

Aliens 

Jcfm Pycard 

Guillam I:aglon 

p 

p 

1572 (E 179. 190/283) 

(nil) 

1576 (E 179. 190/298) 

(nil) 

As explained wrler Ioxfield, the first menbrane of 190/237 (which 

contains an entry for Lirrlfie1d Arch) prq>erly belcngs to 1551 and has 

been transferred there. 

'1he only known site is the ooe at Freshfield (cx:mplained of as an 

iron mill and not an iroo hanmer in the Portsmen 's canplaint of 1548) 

where the later canal has ~ently renoved all traces of slag. '1he 

entry of 1552 makes it clear that Nycholas Foorrler in the e:~.rlier 

entries is an occupational name, so that we have every indicatioo of a 

furnace here, though only a forge survived in 1574. was the John 

Jdmson listed here the 'covenant servant' of Peter Baude, the King's 

founder of brass cannon, and the father of Ttr.mas Jolnson of Cowden and 
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Canbe, the ~-s Gunfourrler? Jdmsoo is later found at \'brth (1563), 

Ianberhurst ( 15 72) and W3.dhurst (15 76 ) , and is described as of 

Rotrerfield in 1592, when administration of his effects was granted to 

his widow, Alice. 'lbanas Johnson, there described as 'of Hartfield, 

gentlanan' was ate of the bondsnen. 

'mE HlHiill) CF DilL 

1524 (E 179. 189/123) 1550 (E 179. 190/239) 

(Helling1y) 

Peter Frenshnan 

Issenherst 

8d Peter Whit A 

John Bottinge A 

2s 

p 

1543 (E 179. 190/191) 1551 (E 179. 190/242) 

Isenherst Issynherst 

A1yens oot ~rth 20s Peter Whit A 4s 

Gy1es Myner A servant 

to John Baker p Frenstrnen 

Peter W:!te A servant (Gow A p 

to the said John p (Gow A p 

Fetter Botten A seiVant (Nyco1as A p 

to the said John p (Harye A p 

Robert Carat A servant ( Servantes to 

to Wi11iam Wbddy P Mr Goddard W3.1sh 

1549 (E 179. 190/237) 1552 (E 179. 190/247) 

Issynherst Issynherste 

Fetter \'tritt A 2s Peter \'tU t A 

(Gawnt A P 

(John Bottirge A P 

(servants to John Baker) 

4s 

1560 (E 179. 190/265) 

Isynghurst 

Alyenes 

Roger Tankere11 2s 

Antmny Pottell p 

Nycho1as Forrell . P 

1572 (E 179. 190/283) 

Alyens 

Aroo1de ruchlran P 

William Hamb1etat P 

lealard Beck p 

1576 (E 179.190/298) 

Helling1y 

Anthaty Frenchlran p 

Nicho1as Frenchlran p 

Leatard Bekes p 

Wylliam·Hambletat p 

John Peters p 
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'Ihe inclusion of a liliner CIIIOng Jdm Baker's servants in 1543 and 

the fact that ~ had been a suwlier of pig iron to Robertsbridge 
14 

forge in 1541 indicates that we shruld be looking for 0.0 furnaces 

in Isenhurst at this time. Baker acquired the manor of Isenhurst in 

1544 and the fact that Old Mill furnace lay just within its rounds at 
15 

the ext.rerre north of the rurored p:lints to this as the Baker furnace. 

As explained urrler Hawksrorough hurrlred, the fact that W:x1dy here in 

1543 and Jcim Saxpes in 1549 tmder H:lrbleton lx>th E!11?loyed the sane 

\<Orker, ~rt Caron, and the fact that each supplied the same arrount 

of ircn to a:bertsbridje (21 tons) indicates that they were \<Orking the 

same furnace, or that they were p:~rtners in sare way. There were 

several i.ronworks at the Heathfield triootary of Olcknere and the most 

northerly of these, Heathfield furnace, seems the likely ate. I 

suggest that this furnace was the ate taken 011er by Gcrldard Walsh in 

1551. The fact that his emplyee Aubery Russell (Henhurst,1550,1552) at 

his death in 1561 was of Heathfield seem; to ex>nfirrn this. Baker 

appears to have ex>ntinued to operate Old Mill, as p:lll tax was p:~id by 

a collier in 1550 and by Jdm Batting in 1551 as employees of John 

Baker in the imnediately adjoining borough of Bivelham (Hawksrorough 

lnmdred returns). 'Ihe Isenhurst aliens of 1560 are certainly 

ircn\<Orkers, rut of those returned in 1572 and 1576 it is uncertain 

whether any were a:>nnected with the iron trade. 

14. U 1475, B 5/1. 

15. I am grateful to Mrs. P. Ccl!tles for i.iJ.fornation about the Baker 

a:>nnection with Isenhurst and about the rounds of the maoor. 

1525 (E 179. 189/146) 

(Laughton ?) 

THE HUNDRED OF SHIPIJ\KE 

Rype 

Henry Potte A 6s John Sand (A?) (?) 
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1549 (E 179. 190/237) 1552(E 179. 190/247) 

(lacks Shiplake) Ibthelighe 

1543 (E 179. 190/191) 

Ibth1ye am Wildern 

Alyens 

Jom Rowland A p 

Nicholas Varyet A P 

1550 (E 179. 190/239) Chedynlyghe 

George M:>rrys A servant Olyttyngl ye 

to Nicholas Eversfield P John Sherwcxx~+ 
Jdm Trowley A servant 

Robert Blant A 

l' Peter Barham A 

p 

p 

to the said Nicholas P 1551 (E 179. 190/242) 1560 (E 179. 190/265) 

Jom Cosenet A servant Cheding ligh (nil) 

to the said Nicholas P Jdm Scherin A servant 

to Jdm Frenche p 1572 (E 179. 190/283) 

M:l.rten A servant William A servant Laurence A servant 

to Nicholas Pelham to the said Jdm p to Jdm Frenche p 

esquier p 

Hotheligh 1576 (E 179. 190/298) 

Nicholas A ls walderne 

German Frenchnan A p 

+ 
Not stated to be an alien, rut taxed as such. 

The Jom Scherin of 1550 and 1551 was prd:>ab1y Joan Isteci's 

100rker of 1544 (48), a member of the Sharowe alias Gc:Mlett family of 

forgeworkers. In 1552 John French also acquired another worker fran 

Joan Isted, her firer, Robert Blank (176 l . 'lhese were l:x:lth 100rkers at 

Oliddingly hamner which was <XIIplained of in 1548. I have elsewhere 

supposed that the Laurence of 1572 was Laurence OJpre (NetherfielYt 

1560 l, who was 100rking later in the 1570s at Sheffield in Yorkshire 

and that he was hi.Jme1f a fotmder am father of I.ewis Dlprey, the 
17 

M:l.yfield founder of 1615. This is perhaps sonewhat slerrler evidence 

for the existence of a furnace there in the sixteenth century. 

The 100rkers listed under lbathly and Wild=n in 1543 for Nicholas 

F.versfield were perhap; at his forge. George M:>rrys is the M:>ryow or 
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-"tlraey (53) of the Denization roll, arrl might be the MaEzy finer 

fourrl later at Hartfield (1560). If Nicholas Pelham's Marten was 

~rking at W:lldrc.n furnace, this ~uld preclude Eversfield fran having 

~rked W:ildron as a forge before the furnace \\aS ooilt. '!he evidence 

rrust be regarded as quite incalclusive. N:> other sites of the '1\ldor 

period are known in Ibathly arrl W:lldra1. 

16. B.G.Awty, 'French imnigrants arrl the ircn industry in Sheffield·, 

'!he Yorkshire Archaeological Journal, vol.53 (1981), p.59. 

17. E.S.R.O.; CN'E 5,m. 60. I am indebted to Brian Philli):S for kindly 

supplying this reference. 

'mE RAPE <F LEl'lES 

'mE HUNDRED OF BARCCMBE 

1549 (E 179. 190/235) 

John West A ls 

1551 (E 179. 190/246) 1563 (E 179. 190/274) 

William the Scotte ls Newicke 

william car A 3s 

John Cole A p 

John \'Est A 

(John Coler)+ 

1552 (E 179.190/247) 

p 

Peter Willen A P 

1572 (E 179.190/283) 

(nil) 

1550 (E 179. 190/239) John \'Est A 12d 1576 (E 179. 190/299) 

William the Scotte l8d Wi1liam Michell A P 

John Weston A P 

John Polle A p 1560 (E 179.190/267) 

Peter Unkle A P 

+ This rather blurred entry is ina:uplete 

arrl is perhaps intended to be deleted. 

John Harvye p 

John cavenche p 

Gillam Hussher p 

Gillam Bygood p 

one Peter A p 

one Gillam A p 
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Ironworkers are probably ronfined to the borough of Newick, which 

bordered the OJse in the vicinity of Fletching forge. Jchn ~Est (or 

W:!stcn) was probably resident at Newick, but the first definite 

ironworker in the hundred is Peter Unckle in 1560. He had previously 

worked at Panningridge as a rollier and was later in Kent (Barnfield, 

1572). Peter Willen had previously worked for Nicholas Ellersfield (55) 

and was buried at Newick in 1564. Perhap:; most of the aliens listed in 

1576 worked at Fletching forge. 

THE HUNDRFD CF STREAT N:>RTH 

1549 (E 179. 190/235) Herman Tull' A p 

COrnell A p 

Harnan Tulli A p 

Cornell A 

Jeffrey A 

p 

p 

1550 (E 179. 190/239) 1560 (E 179. 190/267) 

Cornell A p 

Hennan Tully A p 

George Tull ye A P 

Peter Gayne A 

John Mesrowe A 

p 

p 

1551 (E 179. 190/246) John Cary A 2s 

p Cornell A p 

Harnan Tull y p 

James Fernis A 

Nycholas Hanan A P 

Nycoolas Demerowe P 

1552 (E 179. 190/247) ~rres Larbye A P 

Nicholas the Founder A P Glowe A P 

1563 (E 179. 190/274) 

Hothelie 

Peter Gayne A 

George Tullie A 

p 

p 

and his wyffe A P 

Ardinglighe 

Aliens 

Antoonye Hewashe p 

and his wyffe P 

Fratmcis <bbell 

and his wyffe 

Charles Growte 

and his wyffe 

Balcane 

(nil) 

p 

p 

p 

p 
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1572 (E 179. 190/283) Crystofer Rossoll 1576 (E 179. 190/299) 

George 'lbllye A and P servant· A p Jame 'lbllye A p 

Jone his Wyfe A P 

()Uy the mrth pl.rt of Streat tundred, oonprising the pl.rishes of 

\'est lbathly, Ardingly arrl (it appears frail the 1563 retum) p!irt of 

Balcx:rrtle, all later included in the tundred of Butting Hill, was within 

the iran«>rkin.J area of SUssex. TlDugh irat1o0rkin3 in the area goes 

back at least to 1546, when Chittingly furnace suwlied iron to 

Sleffield forge, it is difficult to know whether C=rell arrl Harrran 

'1\Jlly w:!re iran«>rkers. 'Itloogh '1\illy might be Jannan 'lbllet (106), one 

of 'lhanas May's former workers, there is amther candidate for this 

role, Jarman '1\Jlloke of Rushmanden hundred (1551). The founder of 1552 

is preSUDBbly Nicholas Tyler ( 81), at Nett.bridge in 1544, at W::>rth 

1549-1551, and of Fletching (presumably at Sheffield furnace) in 1556 

when he nade his will. Many of the aliens fran 1560 onwards are quite 

w:!ll identifiable, but it is difficult to relate than to pl.rticular 

irattoOrks because the pl.rish register for \'est Hcathly <Des not 

survive, arrl because although the Ardingly pl.rish register is very 

explicit abwt ironworkers arrl ironworks, Cbbell arrl Hewashe SOat noved 

to Butting Hill hundred arrl Growt is socn fourrl at Beeding. 

'IHE HUN:>RID OF BurriNG HILL 

1549 (E 179. 190/235) Marian A p 

p Levy A ls Jerman A 

and his 2 sisters 'Ihonas Brosball A ls 

John Cari A ls 

Nicholas Tiller A ls 

Antoni Beg A p 



~veri A 

Rennie A 

I.Dyes Botri A 

p 

p 

p 

Loye A P 

'lhCJJBS Bardell A P 

Antmi Bcrdell A P 

Pel:ealet A 

Mihell A 

p 

p 

Wi.lliCIII Jdmscll A P 

1550 (E 179. 190/239) 

John Rdlerey A P 

p 

61 

Jom Hauneng A ls 

Jordyn A 1s 

John cary A ls 

Henri his nan P 

Nyoolas Tiller A ls 

Lewes A P 

John his man A P 

Baringtms nan A P 

Jotn Messon A 1s 

'Ihe ~tter P 

Wi.lliCIII Jdmsa:l A P 

.Adrian A P 

Marien A 

John Care A ls Holland Oeller A P 

Bollard Seller A P 

1560 (El79.190/267) 

Blasse Bryda A 

Peter Starre A 

Peter Devall A 

p 

p 

p 

1563 (E 179. 190/274) 

Crawley 

Gabriell A 

~rthe 

George Tyler A 

Blase Bryda A 

Rychard Mlit A 

p 

Nicrolas Tiler A ls Gillane Rafe A 
+ 

p 

p 

p 

p 

p R!!my A 

!Dye A 

p 1552 (E 179. 190/247) John Jansone A 

P Crawley and ~rth 

Gellet low A 

Clement A 

1 s Jchn Messowe A ls 

p 

.I.owes A P 

Jeloys A P 

'lhCJJBS Burdel A P 

Jotn Misse A p 

Wi.lliam Johnsal A P 

.Adrian Ridleygh A P 

Holland Seller A P 

John cary A ls 

Jchn forger ls 

Peter Bylwarn A P 

Jenis finer A P 

Dawes the hanmennan A P 

Jenis Colbor A P 

Jotn Hans A P 

Cristofer flans A P 

WilliCIII Jchnsoo A P 

1551 (E 179. 190/246) George '1\lll' A P 

Crawley and ~rth 

Gillane Dernetond P 

ll:myell Collier P 

OJckfield 

Jotn carye A 

Peter wrye A 

Slaughcm 

p 

p 

John Artor A P 

and his wyffe A P 

Bawcanbe 

Nicholas Lurie A P 
and his wyffe A P 

Nicholas Hune A P 
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1572 (E 179. 190/283) John Roosett A p Polter A p 

Pawro A p Nicmlas IDes A p his sonne A p 

M:>rr:ys A p Robert Buse A p John B:raye A p 

Quynale A p his 2 srnnes A pp 

Olarles Pullyn A p Glade A p Fraunces H::wbeth AP 

Bluetts 2 frenchmen PP his 2 sames A pp arrl his wyffe A p 

Nicmlas Furr:ye A P Robert Omrar:ynge A P 

1576 (E 179. 190/299) I«>bert Tuck A p Olar les Pull en A p 

Antmnye Huashe A p his2sonnes A pp John ra.llantcn A p 

+ There are SCJIE doubtful readings here. In particular the two 

first nanes 'Janis' rould be read 'Jenns ', which seens unlikely,but 

would 11Btdl the two Flanish names which end the Crawley arrl W:>rth 

entr:y. One of the Flanings, if such they are, rould be the p:>tter of 

1551. 

As befits a double furnace (Worth), the 1549 list se€!15 to throw 

up several foorrlers - Nicholas Tyler, Antmny Beg(o) (probably the 

Antcny Fa.mder of Hartfield, 1543) and Antmny Burdel (probably the 

Antony Fownder of Danehill Harsted, 1543). Note that Barrentyne 

ocntributed other workers to l'«:lrth - Thanas Burdel and the unnaned man 

of 1551. 

Striking is the quick turrover of personnel, with almost ID 

rontinuity between the three periods 1549-52 (during the ocnfiscaticn 

of the Norfolk estates), 1560-63 and 1572-76. Later, even in 1563 when 

boroughs are listed, I firrl it imp:>ssible to link aliens to Sp:'!cific 

works, since the hanmerrran, George Tyler, and the finer, Blaise Brydaie 

(later at I..inctinere) , are the only S{Ecialists I can identify. 
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'!HE RAPE OF BRAMBER 

'!HE mJNlRED OF BURBEECH 

1560 (E 179. 190/268) 1563 (E 179. 190/344) 1576 (E 179. 190/297) 

'lbe forest of Saynt 

Ienards 

Marigold A servant 

to Roger Grateweke P 

Jocab A servant 

to tl'e said Roger P 

'lbe ti thi.nge of 

Sedgeweke + 

Jamys Hennesey A 8s 

Martyn Heath A 

ha.>sholder p 

+ 

William Panny A servant Ifilde 

to SWayne aro Ilrnan P J\drian J))gen A 10s 

Jdm Parcys A servant 

with s-yne aro nman P 

.1\drian A P 

with Roger Gratwike 

Jaccb A being P 

with ( tl'e said Roger?) 

1572 (E 179. 190/283) 

his wife A P 

his sonne A P 

and 2 doi):Jhters A PP 

Jctm Towsaro A 10s 

his wife A aro P 

twoe servauntes A PP 

Peter Jlgamo A P 

his twoe sames A PP 

Isfield 

Audcyan Duddinge 

Jdm 'lhowsandnan 

aro ale servaunte A P 

A 6s Peter whelebar<:M maker AP 

A 6s and his wife A 

John Taber A 

p 

p 

and his IIOther A P 

Sedgewick is an enclave belonging to aro 
returnerl with Brightford hu!Dred. 

'lbe ooilding of ironworks in the Forest of St. Ieonards is IIBrked 

by the awearance in the lbrsham parish register for Iewis Bottecy 

(1553), Jakes Myssheo (1556) and JEillE!s onysed (i.e. Jakes HUnniset), 

finer ( 1558). Myssheo, woo worked for Roger Gratwick, was hlried at 

Horsham (as Jacob Missiam) in 1565, rut Hurmiset, who lived in the 

tithing of Sedgwi.ck and who was buried at Nuthurst in July 1560, rould 

have worked at the nearby Birchenbridge forge. 'lhere was an Ilrnan 
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connexion with the irooworks at !field, before it came into Gratwick 's 
18 

hands and it nay be that this was the works of Swayne and Ilnan. 

18. Sybil Jack, 'Sources in the Public Record Office for the history 

of the W:!alden ircn industry, Part 4',Bulletin,2rrl Series, 3, p.30. 

THE RAPES CF ARUNDEL AN:> CHICliESTER 

'lhe ooly names of imnigrant ironworkers in Arundel and Chichester 

rapes yieldErl by the subsidy roll for 1572 (E 179. 190/283) are Charles 

Payve and Nicrolas f.tlres at North Olapel and Blase (Brydaie) at 

LinclJnere. Both Pavy and Brydaie were finers and had earlier been at 

~rth (p:~.rish register 1566-67, subsidy 1560, 1563). A William Pavy 

had workerl for Olarles Jarrett in 1551, had been at Danehill Horsterl in 

1560 and nay be the Wi.lliam Panny of the Burbeech hrmdred return for 

1563. Charles Pavy dierl after an affray between rival workers from 

North Chapel and Dunsfold in March 1580 (SUssex Assize rolls, Elizabeth 

I, 801 l, but Brydaie awears in later subsidies and was burierl at 

Linchmere in 1610. 

THE lATHE CF SCRAY 

THE HlJN)RED CF CRANBROOK 

1525 (E 179. 125/324) 

(Jdm?) Savage A 8d Felipe Frare A 8d 

Jdm Deryk A 8d Gye Spall A 8d 

1541 (E 179. 124/240) 

Alyens 

Laurence Frel yng 

a douchenan 10s 

,., 



Iewys the Joyner 

of Gcwthurst 
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Burkley westcn A 2d 

10s Powllys walter A 2d 

Symcn Fork the g lasier P 

!ewes Valette A 4d 

Peter ~r D p Laurence Frelynge D 3s.4d 1550 (E 179. 126/333) 

John Sprynger p 

Q;svyn Brynger p 

Powles walter p 

Jdm !Ble p 

Nidlolas the Tynker P 

p 

I.ewys Valet A 4d 

1544 (E 179. 125/273). 

Jolm Sel yes A 2d 

Peter Whyte 

Jdm Sprynget A 

6s 

p 

William a castell A P 

Jasper the Joyner 

Olyver Buke A 

Mathewe Busse A 

6s 

p 

p Stone (Scone?) 

John Crane P Iawrence Frelyng A 6s.8d 

1543 (E 179. 124/259) 

Ac;kell de W:>rdon A 16d 

Genkyn Crane A 4d 

Gaskyn A 2d 

Peter "ilyte A 4d 

Jdm Spryngett A 2d 

Ednund Saddler A 2d 

Jdm Frerend A 2d 

Peter Husshe A 2d 

Jasper the ioyner A 20d 1572 (E 179. 126/423) 

Peter White A 2s 

Joskyn A 4d Fhillip Hellen A p 

Peter Whyte A 20d Jolm Peersoo A p 

John Sprynget A '4d Easter Light A p 

Ednand Sadler A 4d 

Jolm Frenrle A 4d 1600 (E 179. 127/533) 

Peter Hushe A 4d (nil) 

Burkely Westrn A 4d 

Pawles wal ter A 4d 

The majority of aliens listed here may be Flemings, perhap; 

weavers where the occuretirn is not stated directly, or indicated by an 

occupational surname. 

'!hat irrnworkers are listed also is proved by the appearance of 

Mathew Bewser (43) in 1550. He was b:tck in Sussex in 1552 (Hartfield 

hundred). Powlles waiter rrust be related to 'Paul Waters the smith', 

woo was drowned at Heathfield in 1618, and a later menber of the 
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Springet family, William, was clerk to an ircn~rks IEar Pontypx>l fran 
19 . 

1577. More importantly Peter Husshe (1543, 1544) is almost certainly 

the foorrler etployErl by Bartholanew Jeffrey in Hawksboroogh hundrErl in 

1549. In 1543 Jeffrey hi.nBelf ~s anployErl in West Barnfield hundrErl 

by 'lh01as May, so the removal of both of them to Sussex is no 

coincidence. The ar.pearance of ironNOrkers in Cranbrook hundrErl IIUst 

nake us ask whether Bedgebury furnace (in Cranbrook p:~rish, thoogh in 

Barnsfield rnmrErl) ~s ~rating in the 1540s. 

19. P.R.O., E 134, 22 Eliz. I, Trinity 4. 

'JllE HUNOOID OF BERKELEY 

N:> aliens are retumErl for this hundrErl except for Symcn Petigrew 

in 1525 (E 179. 125/324) and John Selys in 1543 (E 179. 124/259). But 

the English 'Borden the hanannan' who p:~id 3s. in 1572 (E 179. 

126/423), IIUSt certainly have been of French descent arrl presunably 

~rkErl at Biddenden hanrner. 

1525 (E 179. 125/324) 

Garard Jcnscn 2s 

1541 (E 179. 124/240) 

(nil) 

1543 (E 179. 124/259) 

(nil) 

'JllE flJNDRED OF BARNFIEID 

1544 (E 179. 125/273) 1572 (E 179. 126/423) 

(nil) 'lhanas Vynsenall A P 

1550 (E 179. 126/333) 1600 (E 179. 127/533) 

John Boosellowe A P (nil) 

John Comelys A p 
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Barnfield hurrlred included the furnaces at Hawkhurst mill, Frith 

Park and Bedgebury, rut the irolli!IOrkers listed here are ruriously fewer 

than trose in Cranbroak !'mDred. BoussellC7.oie might be the John Bossell 

who worked for Ridlard ~kes in Netherfield tmtdred in 1551. 

'mE IA'mE OF AYIESFORD 

THE fVN)REJ) OF WEST BARNFIEID 

1525 (E 179. 124/186) Aroold Jdmson A 

(illegible) 

1541 (E 179. 124/249) 

Aroolde Jomsone A P 

Peter Taylor A P 

Jom Lasye A P 

1543 (E 179. 125/268) 

Mayes servauntes + 

(ends:) 

Jctm Loye A p 

+ 

Peter Wy ldorne A 

Mu:yan Rawe A 

J<m~eS Sherlowe A 

John Fa.mdryng A 

1550 (E 179. 126/333) 

George Rosell A 

4d 1572 (E 179. 126/423) 

Jdm Michell A 

4d John Myllam A 

P Peter Nankell A 

Jotn Ponynges A 

P Peter Degoy A 

2s 

p 

p 

p 

p 

4d 1600 (E 179. 127/533) 

(nil) 

p 

'Itlaras May 'i08.S employer of five servants,of whan the first four were 

English. 'Ihese all paid on goals, viz.: the later iromaster 

Bartylmewe Jeffrey (8d), J\dams Cossam (6d), Richard Knell (2d), am 
Jom Hoke (2d). 

This rundred 'i08.S returned with Aylesford lathe until 1543 as ~ 

Bamfield, rut fran 1550 onwards will be found returned with Scray as 

1 Little Barnfield. '!he hundred included Olingley i..ood and raises the 

possibility that in 1543 May's servants were working Chingley furnace 

for him although it is not Mmed until 1565. Peter Taylor is probably 
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an occupational nanE for Peter Wyldorne (a Sroysw:!ll denizen in 1549), 

but what of John Famdryng . if he was not ·1o10rking for May? Jarnes 

Sherlowe is possibly Jarnes Sharowe alias ~tt. 

'1tle hundred also inclooed Bedgebury forge, and Bedgebury furnace 

loiOUld have been near the Great Barnfield oorder. Entries for Peter 

DegC7j, John Millam and John Pooynges in the Ga.Dhurst parish register 

seen to ex>nfil:m that they may have worked at the nearby Bedgebury forge. 

Did Sharowe, wtD loiOUld be a forganan, and Fowndryng 1o10rk at Bedgebury 

too? 

1525 (E 179. 124/186) 

(illegible) 

1541 (E 179. 124/249) 

Gilbert Andersone A P 

George Browne A Is 

1543 (E 179. 125/268) 

(Brench1ey) 

Ro./land Clerke A p 

Henry Dove A his + 

servaunt p 

+ 

THE HUNDRFD OF BRENlUEY 

John Ang(erfie1d) A ls HorSillCilden 

Horsemonden 

(nil) 

Lanix>rtherst 

Gilbert Anderscn 

Peter Fannor 

p 

p 

George Browne A 4d 1572 (E 179. 126/424) 

(nil) 

1550 (E 179.126/336) 

Brenchelye 1599 (E 179. 127/522) 

Henry Blanke A p Brencheley 

Wi1liam Burlet A p 

John ln<F.rfyld D 2s James Pane A p 

Nicholas COlleyn AP 

Servant to Edrond COugherst. 

'1tle Angerfield family \Ere forgeworkers and entries for them occur 

in the registers of lx>th Frant 11nd Lamberhurst, which suggests Bayhan as 

the forge. But Jdm Angerfiel_? appears under Brenchley in ooth 1543 and 
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1550. Nicholas Colleyn, who is returned with him in 1550 !:ut in 1563 

was at Newdigate, was possibly the progenitor of the Cbllyn alias 

Iaughen (I.affam) family of h<mrennen, in which case he 1110uld be the 

Nicholas Lawhen who worked at Sheffield for the Duke of Norfolk in 1544 

(66). Ha.rever, he could also be oonnected with Michael Collyn of 
20 

Ibrsnonden, founder ( 1564). The t1110 aliens of 1599 are probably 
21 

oolliers, though Bur let became a tanner. 

20. Kent Assize records, Elizabeth I, 259. 

21. Kent Archives Office, mb/PW 20. 

'!HE HUNDRED OF WASHLINGS'roNE 

1525 (E 179. 124/186) 1543 (E 179. 125/268) 1550 (E 179. 126/336) 

Barden Spelhurst and Rustall (nil) 

Peter Staoe Douchanan 2s Phil yppe ravor A P 

Sunnyngleigh + 

Jctm Kyng F 3s 

Peter Frenshenan 3s 

('1\ldeley ?) 

Mr Vanes servauntes 

(ends:) 

1572 (E 179. 126/424) 

(nil) 

Mathew L'elCIIlerr A P 1599 (E 179. 127/522) 

1541 (E 179. 124/249) (nil) 

(nil) 

+ 
'Hxlms May and Jctm Barham each anployed ene Ehglish servant in this 

borough, 'ltaanas Catcher arrl John IDrkyn respectively. '!heir wages were 

cne (X>Urrl as against the three (X>unds at which each of the Frenchnen was 

assessed. May arrl Bar ham p:tid tax en goods 1110rth eight and three (X>unds 

respectively. 

The 1525 entries nust relate to the forges en the Teise bebeen 
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Benhall am Illrrlale, of whidl tre forge at Marriott 's Croft was a May 

forge in 1576 (Wealden Iron, p. 266). Philippe Deffere (189) was a 

collier who came frao France in 1541. 

THE l.(H.Y CF 'lniBRIIXiE 

Retuzned with Suttcn at fbne Lathe up to 1544. am with Ay1esford fran 

1550. 

1525 

(no return survives) 

1541 (E 179. 124/223) 

Jdm Jdmsone A P 

John Marten A P 

Jdm F1E!1111yRJ A P 

John warde A P 

(Had1oo ?) 

Bldden Bricke A 1s 

1550 (E 179. 126/336) 

'1be Towne 

Lowkas Jcnscn P 

Nidlo1as Danyell A P 

Jdm M:utyn A P 

Nicho1as Wyngget A P 

Nicho1as Powe11 A P 

HadlOCJWe Borough: 

Anthcny A P 

1572 (E 179. 126/424) 

1543 (E 179. 124/262) '1\ml:rydge 

(nil) Nidlo1as Wingat A 2s 

lliward Garette A 2s 

1544 (E 179. 125/275) Arthure Shu1der A P 

Ieucas Jcnscne A 2d Peter Wynget A 

Johannes Warde A 2d 

Had loo 

Bcxlen Dericke A 5d 

servaunt to 

Henry Parker 

p 

Sowthe Burghe 

John Broke A 2s 

Laurence D.Jffyll A 2s 

Maryan O':lbat A 

servaunt to P 

Divid Willard 

Mighell Pyoot A 

servaunt to the P 

seid David 

Rcberte '1\lrner A 

servaunt to P 

Laurence Duffy 11 

William Furrie A 

servaunt to the P 

seid Divid 

Nicb::>las FUrrye A 

servaunt to the 

seid David 

James GeryRJ A 

servaunt to the 

seid David 

p 

p 
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Jdm Berehowse A 1598 (E 179. 127/515) Sruthbarough 

servaunt to the p TUnbridge Rd:Jert '1\lrner A p 

seid David Barnarde Cornelius p 

Helden Burghe Hadl~ 

Fraunces Gy 11 yt A p Peter Wyngate A p 

'Ihese returns prol::ably cover Postern ani Rats castle forges near 

Tcllbridqe ani Vauxhall furnace and Old Forge in Sruthborough. In the 

event only the works in Soutlbarough seen to be positively identified 

here. The Dufour or Duffell family seem to have been for~rkers, so 

~ Laurence Duffyll was running Old Forge en behalf of Willard. 
. 22 

Of the 'lbnbridge aliens NiclDlas Wingate 'to9S a shoenaker. 

22. Kent Ardlives Office, DRb/PW 11. 

1525 

(oo return survives) 

1543 (E 179. 124/262) 

Pensherst 

Lucas J<nsone A 4d 

1541 (E 179. 124/223) Titio Shull A 4d 

2d Pensherst Jdm SynDn A 

:wcas Jomsone A 2s John Frenctanan A P 

Jdm Syllon A servaunte Arnold Garrett A P 

to John Pelsort P Francis Gillot A P 

Mi.chael Peryon A 

servaunte to P 

Jdm Pelsort 

Tyse Shulle A Is 

1544 (E 179. 125/275) 

Pensherst 

Franciscus Gillote A P 

Egidius serviens 

mwar:OO llra5 A 

Barnardus serviens 

eidan Fl:lwardo A 

p 

p 



1560 (E 126/391) 

Ca;den 

William Brisboll A 

servaunt to P 

Andrew Finnynger 
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1563 (E 179. 126/393) 

Cowden 

Peter Russell A P 

Charles Mores A P 

Myshoe A 

Jeffrey Tbotyng A • Banford A 

servaunt to the P 

p 

p 

seid Andrew 

1571 (E 179. 126/422) 

(nil) 

Penshurst forge was m Wi.lloughby land bebeen the village am 
lDng Bri~ am was in lease to 'lhanas Broker, smi. th, at an arurual rent 

of 2s. It is in fact a blacksmith's forge and since Lucas Jdmson, 

who lived in the adjoining tenenent was a shoenaker, it rould have 

prodloed nails. Whether any of Lucas 's ronpanions ~ked at the forge 

it is jmp:>ssible to say, but \E lmow that Francis Gillot (212) was a 

Breton carpenter. 

Jdm Pelsort rould also be a denizen (198), but he rould also be 

the John Pelsett of Seale, who died in 1563, ar the persm who was 
24 

bailiff of Penshurst in the 1570s. '!he proximity of the Sidney 

Penshurst estate rould have sooethin:.J to do with the fact that lxlth the 

first identifiable irmworkers, Totayn (111) and Brislxlye(l22), had 

worked far Sir William Sidney. Finni.nger is later found at Fletching 

am the family ocrurs in other SUssex ironworking areas. 

25 
'!he ernploynent here of Peter Russell, a hanmennan, is proof 

that \E have here a forge. Hasted 's map shows CONden furnace, as well 
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as Scarletts, as 1 ying in the ~o~estem j:8rt of Colod€!1 parish and 

therefore returned as p:rrt of &Enbridge in \i:!sterham h~mdre:i. Is this 

a mistake, and was this forge oo the site oli the future Colod€!1 furnace, 

or should ~o~e, as has be€!1 suggeste:i, be looking for a third site at 

Coloden ? Straker placed a forge only at Scarletts. 

23. U 1475, T 55/10 

24. U 1475. A 10/1-3 

25. E.S.R.O. ,Lewes Arctrlearonry wills, A 5, 151. Peter Russell was 

executor of his brother, Jordan Russell of Salehurst, 26 March 1564. 

THE HUNDRED OF WES'IERHAM 

1525 1543 (E 179. 124/262) 1560 (E 179. 126/391) 

(n::> return survives) 

1541 (E 179. 124/223) 

\i:!stheram 

Westerhan 

John Eog1eche A 

Peter J<nesooe A 

Etoobridge 

P Reyn::>1d Rey A 2s 

P John Quintan A 2s 

John A P 

Richard Jcimscrl a Skote P The ville of Brasted 

William Sely a Flenmyng P 'IhCIIBs Cobham A 

servaunt to CUynton 

P Gillam A servaunt 

The ville of Brasted 

Isaac Silibrigg 

duchanan 16d 

Jdm Duchanan A servaunte 

to Mr 'Ihatcher 

1544 (E 179. 125/275) Criwyn A and 

Etonbridge his servamt 

Reginaldus Reyer A P Go1dshoe A 

to WilliCKII Crowne P Villat' de Braste:i 

Jacobus reynarde A P 

p 

p 

p 

p 



74 

1563 (E 179. 126/393) s~ Cryr.pyn A p 1572 (E 179. 126/422) 

\'esterham Reynold Ray p Eatoobridge 

William Sely A p Quynton Tyler A 6s 

Villat ' de Brasterl Reigoold Ray A p 

Etonbridge Nicholas Holybrand A p Mathew 'lilsher A p 

Quyntoo Tyler A 2s 

'lb:! western half of ca.ilen pirlsh was returned as pirt of the 

t:orough of Edenbridge. W':! have here therefore returns for Scarletts, 

rut Hasterl 's map of Westerhan and Sanerden h~mdrerls shows CO\<Cen 

furnace also as returnable in Fdenbridge. Reynold Rey is mentioned 

frequently in the Edenbridge pirish register and therefore was rot an 

inhabitant of Coloden plrish, rut the other aliens returnerl for 

Edenbridge nay all be ironoorkers. 

'rawrence the foomer of ca...den' is mentioned in April 1559 in 

the nuncupative will of I<atherine Tyler of FletchiD3, widow of the 

fOlll'rler Nidlolas Tyler. Quintin Tyler of Cowden was one of her 

executors. was Tyler the Quyntoo wro was rurm~ Scarletts furnace in 

1574 ? Or was Quynton the even nore elusive Jdm Quintoo of 1560 ? 

When Tyler dierl in 1579 he left a P.C.C. will, in which he was 

described as 'of Hartfield, yec:m5n '. But this contains oo mention of 

the iroo trade. 

1551 (E 179. 185/258) 

Crowhurste 

Jdm Jdmson A p 

Gods tone 

t-lathew VarMey A 

1552 (E 179. 185/265) 

P Crowhurst 

John Joly A 

Charles A 

p 

p 
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1557 (E 179. 185/275) 1563 (E 179. 185/281) 

(nil) Lyngefel<E 

(Aliens 

1559 (E 119. 185/282) (Jctm Baltinge p 

Lyngefeld (William Bontinge p 

Antoony A serviens ( servauntes to 

Mri Spy 1roan p (Fdmm:l Askew of Iorrlm 

N}'coolas A serviens 

Mri Jdtannis Gresham P Godstcme 

Q.lyllam F.tamoes A 

Godstone servaunte to p 

M:lthew Fanwaye A P ROOerte .Reed 

wylliam Fraunoes A P 

serviens ItiJert.i Rede 1576 (E 179. 185/308) 

erownu:ste 
Nictnlas Gelke A P 

Tanridge 

Hughe ~t A 6s. 8d 

1593 (E 179. 186/352) 

(nil) 

1599 (E 179. 186/373) 

Gods tale 

William Crill A 

Wi lliam SinDns A 

Jdln OJkin A 

p 

p 

p 

Arott Bollen A P 

Jac:OO Reddishe A P 

Jdm ~lpin A P 

William Bruler A P 

Henrye Bruler A p 

'Ihe known ircn~rks in this tamdre::l was~ forge. This lay 

in the south of the h.Irdred, within the plrish of Lingfield, 00t in an 

enclave which was a <Etached part of Gaistcne plrish. I have anitte::l 

aliens liste::l in northem puts of the h.Irdred (Oxted, Bletchingley), 

but have iocluded Godstone aliens as well as the sole alien returned 

for 'landridge itself, tbgh Merchant (1576), sinoe he was a fonner finer 

at ROOertsbridge am Abinger forges. 

~ forge perhaps started arcum 1560 and is first menticned 

in the Lingfield plrish register in 1561. Do the three names 

(especially that of Jctm Joly) indicate an atteDpt to start a forge in 

Cra.dlurst early in the 1550s ? 'Ihe large lU1ber of aliens liste::I under 

Godstcne in 1599 llBY have been ~loyed in the~ 1o10rks of the 

Evelyn family, tha.lgh their ~rks in Godstore was not known to have 

starte::l in the sixteenth century. 
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'lHE KJti>RED OF REIGI\'IE 

1551 (E 179. 185/258) 1559 (E 179. 185/282) 1576 (E 179. 185/308) 

(nil) Lyghe Lye an:l parte of 

1552 (E 179. 185/265) 

Newdegate 

Richard Ty 11 A P 

Peter Ganny A p 

1557 (E 179. 185/275) 

Lighe 

M:lryan Predron A P 

John Jolye A 

Newdygate 

Cbre A 

p 

p 

Roberte le Jean A P 

Symons A p 

Roybie A P 

Maryan Predal A P lblgate 

sez:viens Mri 

Christoferi Dorrell 

tlldyl:]ate 

sez:vientes Mri Dorrell 

Cbra:ye A 

.Adryan A 

p 

p 

Roberte Y01mge A P 

1563 (E 179. 185/281) 

Parte of tbdgate 

Jctm Gcltber A sez:vaunte 

Pownsley Pr\rlam A P 

Guy llam Pickarde A P 

John Ellyot A P 

Charlwood 

Nidlolas Downe A P 

1593 (E 179. 186/352) 

(nil) 

1599 (E 179. 186/373) 

(nil) 

with Mr Christofer Dorrell p 

Peter l.llbris A servaunte 

with Mr Christofer Dorrell p 

Nicholas Cbllen A servaunte 

with Mr Christofer Dorrell p 

Nidlolas Purford A sez:vaunte 

with Jolm Rychebell p 

lbllan Ussher A servaunte 

with George Laby p 

CAll.y entries fran the south part of the hun:lred are incltrled 

here. They relate fairly OOvi.ously to ~ furnace an:l Leigh hamner. 

Nicholas Downe (1576), who is listed under Olarlwood, ~~~as a collier. 

'Ihe Duke of N:lrfolk • s fonner finer, Marian Predan (146) ~~~as working at 

I.eigh in 1557 an:l 1559, rut in 1563 had reen replaced by the Duke. s 
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other former finer, John Gunrie (143}. One oust speculate that the 

curiously named Pa.msley Predan had OOen born in France rut l:aptised in 

England. Another interesting anglicisatim can be seen in the change 

over fran Rcbert le Jeune to Robert Yoong (1559}. 

'1.liE litJNrREm OF BI...I\CI(lill\'IH AID ~ 

1551 (E 179. 185/262) 

Cranley 

aliens 

<llarles Huysson p 

Crystyan Huysson p 

J\dryan Huysson p 

J:l.Jnsfolde 

Bardyn A p 

Abyngworth 

HarrrBn 'Ihorntm AP 

1552 (E 179. 185/265) 

J:l.Jnsfolde 

Alyens 

Izanberd Iamye 

1557 (E 179. 185/275) 

Abinger 

Hannal '!home A p 

Cran1ey 

aliens 

Jcm~es Haward p 

John Myles p 

Shalford 

aliens 

George Brewer 16d 

William (Sooersoe ?} P 

1559 (E 179. 185/285) 

Dunsfo1de 

Alliens 

alias Bardyne 

Roger 

P John Garrett 

p John Rewe. 

p 

p 

Cranley Shallforde 

1571 (E 179. 185/301) 

Cranley 

Mariam Predam A p 

Abingeworth 

Hugh .Marchaunt A p 

Stene Masse A p 

Ci:lerie Iarbie A p 

Shalford 

John ca.vper A 3s.4c1 

( 'lhesaine John P}+ 

Nicl'Dlas lantxlren A P 

1589 (E 179. 185/336) 

Cranley 

James Wheler A 

his wif A 

p 

p 

1595 (E 179. 186/357) 

John M:x:x:llDer A p Comel yous Deryckson 3s. 4d (nil} 

Abinger Cranley 

HarrrBn 'Ihorne A p James wayner p 

+ En!:!:Y Crossed rut. 
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'1he 1551 and 1552 entries for I:Unsfold and the 1552 entry for 

Cranleigh show that French iral~rkers were engage:i in this pu-t of the 

veald nuch earlier than hitherto S\l){X)sed. If, like his descerrlants, 

Isanbard Iany, alias Barden (170) was a fo:rge ~rker, the fo:rge in 

questioo woold be Burningfold. 'lhe furnace CBniDt have been far 
26 

distant, so perhaps Vachery furnace in Cranleigh pu-ish dates fran 

this period, tlDugh the narres of John M;xxmiJer (180), pnbably a 

oollier, and James Haward, presunably wainer or carrier, furnish oo 

prOOf • <l:lery l.arber and Marian Predan had left Ieigh re fore 15631 S0 

altb:>ugh we do not pick than up until 1571 in this area, both the 

forges in questioo, l\binger and Vachery, perhap; go back to before 

1563. In 1567 Burningfold was obtaining pig iroo fran as far away as 
27 

!field, but it is hard to believe that the Vachery furnace was the 

only one in the area at this period. The delete:i entry at Shalford in 

1571 locks like an attenpt to llBke Jctm 'lh>usandnan, the !field firer, 

contribute to the tax in Surrey too. Ni.dlolas Ianboren is proawly a 

oollier and slag has reen found, but suworting entries fran Shalford 

r:arish register are not fortlx::aning. 

Godalming hunlred sutsidy rolls furnish oo entries for imnig:rant 

iroo~rkers at the krDm furnace sites there. 

26. Stanley Smith, 'Vachery ironworks', Bulletin, 2rxl Series, 1, p.2. 

27. Schubert, op. cit. , p. 378. 




