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A LETTER FROM THE CHAIRMAN

Dear Feliow -members,

Usually{ end my annual letier with valedictory remarks
about committee members who have decided thal
they must move on to other things, bat this year § shall
begin by expressing gratitude to Alan Scolt for his
work for WIRG. His membaership of the committes,
from which he has stood down this year, dates from
the earliest days of the Group and, for many years,
h# was jte Vice-Chalrman. He has represented WIRG
on the Council for Kentish Archasotogy and, over the
years, has involved himself in the whole range of the
Group's activittes.

As many of you will know, WIRG regards # as Import
ant that it maintains its nks with the county archaeo-
iogical socleties in Kent, Surrey and Sussex. Equally
important are g links with the Historicai Metallurgy
Sociefy. The reasons for these assoclalions are ob
vious, embracing the geographical and thematic
scope of the Group's iderests. WIRG aiso belongs
to the Councii for British Archaeclogy and, in this
case, the reasons have been iargely mercenary, for
the Group’s fleldwork activilies are Insured through
the CBA. Members of the CBA in other regicns have
been abie to take advantage of a reglonal structure
which has besn unavaliable In the South East by
which thoge groups and socletles have beaen abis to
assoclate, to exchange views and ideas, and o

become better known Lo each other. Now moves are

afoot to set up a reglonal group in the South East and
I believe thal WIRG I8 In an excelen! position to benefit
from such an arrangement, for (perhaps uniquely) ts
area of interest sxtends over a major part of the re-
glon. At a recent mesiing In Londan, at which WIRG
was represented by Dot Meades and myself, general
approval was given to the establishment of a South
East Regionai Group. A further meeting Is to be held
on February 2nd at Sussex University, to give the new
group a structure and to set it in action. { very much
haps thal other socleties In the reglon who are mem-
bers of the CBA will give Group 11, as it will be known.
the support and sncouragement it will nesd to be of
value to those it wili sarve.

Moreg than sver the other officers and mysell have
continued to receive iInformation of great interest from
members and from potential members. Piease keep
in touch with your committes, and my besl wishes for
1891,

Yours sincerely,
Jersmy Hodgkinson

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING REPORT

About 50 WIRG membars met on Salurday 21st July
Intha Memorial Hall in the picturesque village of Cow-
den on the Kent/Suasex border for the 19850 AGM.
The day started with a welcoming ¢ud of coffee and -
blscuits, after which we wers reated to an Hiustrated
fecture entitted *Smaller Houses under the Tudors -
The Change from Medieval to Modem Living in the
Houses of South-Easl England®. This was given by
Mr. Kenneth Gravett, M.Sc. (Eng), FSA who Is,
amongst other things, President of the Kent Archaeo.
loglcal Society as weli as being an authority on the
architecture of imber-framed bulidings.

Mr. Gravet! talked about many types of houses rang:
Ing from the magnificent Penshurst Place {o dwellings
of a more humble origin, giving numerous examples
of the great changes that these have undergene. To
complemnent his authoritative presentation we were
shown just a smail sample of Mr. Gravelt's extensive
photographic record of the vemacular domestic
architecturs of Kent and Sussex. R was interesting to
hear about other domestic houses in retation 1o the
more famillar fron Masters’ houses. The develop-
mer of the medieval houss structurs to eliminaie the
worst aspects of living in a large open hall with a cen-
tral hearth to more comfortable lving arvangemeants
with smaller rooms and chinmeys has many parallels
with housing development even today.

After Mr. Gravett kindly answered any questions the
vole of thanks was proposed by Mr. Alan Stevens.

The formal business of the Annual General Meeting
then followed and ws then had the ¢ustomary excel-
lent ploughman’s lunch prwldeﬁ by Mrs. Halswell
and her helpers,

inthe afternoon many members, accompanied by Mr.
Gravsti, enjoyed a visil to the exierior of Scarlelts and
fawer braved the great July heat to visit the supposed
Roman site at Upper Stonshurst Farm.

5. and C. Brooimiield

WINTER MEETING 1891

Thé Winter Mesting will be held on Saturday 9th Fe-
bruary 1991 at the Haven Centre, Crawley Down. The
spoaker will be Adrlan Tribe, taiking on Aspects of
Conservation of Metals. The laik will be folowed by
tea and an oppoitunity to meetfeliow WIRG Members,
Pleate see accompanying letter for full dstalls,
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FIELD GROUP PROGRAMME 1990/91

Sunday December $th -

Continuation of an sxploration of
Crowhurst Park lron Age and Romano-
British ronworks {started In
November).

Saturday January 19th -
Survey of Crowborough Warren Fumace.

Sunday February 17th -
Trenching to date a bloomery in ForeWood,
Crowhurst.

Saturday March 16th
Continuation of trenching of bloomery
at Owisbury Farm, Crowborough.

Salurday April 27th
Tracing the course of the Roman road
near Cowden.

Details of Indiidual forays can be obtained from
Dot Meades, "Bracksnside’, Normansiand, Fairwarp,
Uckfleid, Sussex.

SUSSEX CANNON IN THE YENDEE, FRANCE

Iron ordnance cast In the Weald has been recovered
by French nautical archaeologists, based at St Gl
les-Crox-de-Vie, from the wreck of HMS Maidstone
{50 guns), which foundered off the He de Nolrmou-
tier, south of the Lolre estuary. According fo an ex-
hibit in the museum In the Chateau In Noirmouter-en-
L'lle, the istand’s only town, the Maldstone was com-
missioned in 1744 and came to grief four years iater
while in pursult of a French warship. The Hon. Au-

gustus Keppel was in ¢command.

Three lron cannon, bearing the cipher of George ||,
together with a fourth In which the corrosion is more
advanced and any marks are Hisgible, lie in the casts
yard. Atleast one bears the letier B on one of fs trun-
nions. Two other similar guns, both with the cipher
of George ll, and one bearing the trunnion mark B,
mounted on reconstructed carrlages, stand on elther
slde of the entrance to the harbour at St. Gilles-Crolx-

- de-Vie, about 25 miles along the coast fo the south.

Given thé evidence of trunnion marks cited by Ruth
Brown (see Recant Publications, betow) the B stands
for Harrison & Co.'s furmace at Brade, In Sussex.
J.5. Hodgkingson

FORTHCOMING LECTURES BY MEMBERS

Friday 22 March - "Wealden lron*, Jeremy Hodghkin-
gon al Hatlemere Museum, 7.30 pm.

IRONMASTERS" HOUSES

it has besn suggested that a series of articles about
the residences and general domestic affairs of lron-
masters and iromvorkers would be of interast to mem-
bers. | would be very pisased to recsive articies on
this subject from members so that a serles could be
commenced in the next Newslefler, to be published in
the Spring of 1991,

5. Swift

RECENT PUBLICATIONS
éompiled by J.5. Hodgkinson

Chichsster District Archasoiogical Unli, The Archae-
ology of Chichester & District 1989 (1880). Photo-
graphs, diagrams; 62 pages.

Chichester Is the only local authortty in Suasex io pos-
sess its own archaeological uni, bul s annual report
for 1989 contains not only the work of the unit but sum-
maries of work by other bodies within the Chichester
Disirict.

Of particuiar intarest to WIRG membsrs is the report
on the first season’s excavations, by the C.D.AU., &t
Northpark Furnace, Linchmers. Although ostenalbly
an exercise In recording, the taniallsing pleces of
stone and brickwork, peering out from under the soll,
would have keen hard for any archaeologist to resisi,
and sufficlent of the remains were uncovered fo es-
tablish the poshion of the furnace and s gun casting
pit.

Timbers formerly acting as a foundation for the bay
ware revsaled after clearance work, together with an
unusual system of wheel plits suggesting as many as
three phases of construction. The furnace, which was
abot 5.25m aquare, survived o a helght of about a
metre. The hearth had been completely removed
suggesting an Intended rebulid. The bdef report by

- JohnWildman, the Fleld Officer in charge of the work,

concludes with the hope that the eventual consolida-
tion of the site and its opening to the public may be
the goal which will encourage further excavation of
this site.




In addition, there I a comprehehisive documentary
history of the Ironworks by Carla Barnes, which con-
siderably adds to what has been known hitherto.

Ruth R. Brown, "identifving 13th
century trunnion marks on British iron guns: & discus-
slon”, The Inlemational Journal of Nautical Archaso-
logy and Undsnwater Exploration, XVIil, 4 (1989), 321-
9. Tables.

This vseful article discussss previous attempts to
identity the founders or furnaces indicated by the lat.
ters casl on the trunnions of lron guns, and suggesis
a system by which they might be deniified In futurs.

The letters usually appear in three arrangements;
single letters, palrs of letters, and occaslonally three
leters, one of which is on one of the truniions and
the remaining two on the other. The evidsnce for the
identifications, which Ms. Brown makes most persua
shvaly, are based on fists of old iron guns re-proved
by the Board of Ordnance after 1776 when solid cast
ing had been infroduced. The Hsts form part of the
Wocolwich Proof Registers In the Royal Armouries LI-
brary. The discussion conslders the identiflcations of
some nineteen marks and proposes thal a sysiem
existed in England which was comparable (0 the
Swedish system, whereby a sihgle lefter refers to the
fumace whare the gun was cast, a pair of letters o the
ironmaster responsible, and three letters to both.
Thus ‘B’ would denote guns cast al Brede and the fa-
mous ‘IFF mark (the only one for which there exists
commoborating documentary evidencs) was the mark
of John Fuller. The tripie marks, "ICR’ and ‘ICD", are
Identified as being those of John Churchill casting at
Roberisbridge and Darweli respectively.

The value in having a rellable system for identifying
the marks on the trunnlons of pleces of ordnance liss
not only In ascribing a provenance fo the gun con-
cerned, and in enabling the confident dating of an ar-
tefact which Is common in situations such as under
waler archasology, bl also in the potential the sys
tem affords for the Identification of hitherto unre
corded marks.

Peler Brandon and Brian Short, The South East Irom
AD 1000 (Longman 1990); 444 pages; line drawings,
maps, pholographs; bibliography and index.

This I¢ the ‘sequel’ to "The South East io AD 1000" by
Drewett, Rudling and Gardiner, and i3 oxpectedly less
archagological than the previous velume. The wide
span of the book Is loo greatto adequalsly summarise
inthese pages, so my remarks will be confined to its
treatment of the Iran industry. The industry In the Do
mesday period is dealt with as cursorily as the evi-
dence demands, though a reference to the import-
ance of Lindfield as a centre for Iron and cloth In the

-

thirteenth century is a surprise and one wonders
whether Horsham was meant. Also the omisslon of
svidence of distinet ironworking districts in the medie-
val period, such as at Parrock, In Harffleid, I¢ unex.
pected. : ‘

An imporiant feature of the book is the reladionship
which it describes between the iron Idustry and the
rest of the sconomy of the Weald, toth In the grow-
ing wealth of the South East in the sbdeenth century,
and In the range of occupations available to its popu-
lation. Whereas the medieval Industry is largely ne-
glecied thera are useful summaries of the post-me.
disval Industry in both the Tudor-early Stuart period
and in the |ate Stuart-Hanovertan period.



