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Letter f r o m  me @M&IEUI 

. . .  . . .  . . .  . . . . . . . . . . .  ,. . . .  \ . . .  : . . . .  Dear Member,.' . . . la. ,  . . . .  . 
. . ., , . . . . . .  .,. . , .  . . c< - , : .  

. . . .  

The past year haa been an interesting one. It && with no &dl sene= . . 
of re l ief  that WIBG's .exhibition in t h e  A ~ f i d o u n ~ r ~ s +  C e n t r e . b e h  a;::. ' ,  '.' . 
i'eality a t  the end of March. After a long -periob of gestatirsn,'',if had : 
taught us a number of valuable lessons. The ACM broke new g~rmd' ' for  the 
group and, following the generally favourable response to the forrpat, the 
Committee have decided to repeat the experience. Preliminary de.Mls will  

t . . . .  be found elsewhere. . ::. .<.. . .... . . . .  . . . . . .  , . .  

One thing that is refreshing is that, although we are, in i- sense, in  
a period of limbo, work for the book being complete though not yet  published, 
there has been no shortage of new ideas for  researoh; some long  mrdue .  
Giles Swift's minepit project has benefited over the l a s t  year f r o m  the con- 
tinued exposure of a number of sectioned minepits i n  the brickpit a t  Sharp- 
thorne, shattering once and for a l l  the old bell p i t  theory and revealing a 
hitherto unrealised depth of working. This and the bloomery survey of a few 
years agu are examples of a -type of work which, P hope, w i l l  be the pattern 
for  WIRG's future; well defined and thoroughly executed projects, supported 
by professional assistance where necessary, am? using our established and yet 
grow* contacta with other historical and archaeologioal p u p s  in the Weald. 

A s  usual, excavations have been well supported, Rodney Cloughfa one a t  ,, 

Eodpe's Wood, Cmyboro~&~ has the promise of interest ing things t o ' c *  hi '': 
one of the ,hearths: distinctly different &omwhat was Left of the ofher 6, 
Cod@ this  be one of those elusive medieval aitee? A t  Little Cansfron, David 
Rudlingfs excavation of the Roman t i l e  kiln has its relevanoe to Wealden iron 
j,n its ciroumsixmtial links with the Gqat  .CW&g . hn . . e i t e '  a X - ' & a . . h ~ h  
of an industrial area i n  that valley. In the course o f t h e i r  work, the Sussex 
Arohaeologiaal Field Unit were able to uncover two blooloeriea. h v i d  Cmssleyfs 
projected excavation a t  Pippingford had to  b e  cancelled for lack of manpokr . 1.:. ,. . . . . .. 
though not, 1,hasten ta add, f r c m  !KEG. 

. . .  . . . .  ,, . ,. 
.., , . . . . , . 
. . 3 '  "' ' . 

I am sum I- waa not alone, while PtstBkfng to Tony Weaver's ta3k a t  .thi . .  . . 
Winter Meeting, i n  dreaming that suoh s re6olnBhction as  was made af' Sau@& ' .' ,' '' 

could be done i n  the Weald. Perhaps rit'-.is '8' thought for the futurel' , ' 

My thanks to  the Committea, and parti&* to Sue Swift and Reg 
Houghton, for  thei r  work thrrrugh the past year; Bind ?$f best w i s h e s  t o  YOU 
for what I hope w i l l  be a partioularly rewadi& 1984. 

Yours sincerely, 

Jeremy Hodgkinson 



Since announcing i t  a t  the AGM, the project t o  preserve the remains of 
%hc furnace has encountered aome difficulties; not the leas t  of them beins 
:A: fact  that the s i t e  l i e s  i n  part of the Training Area on Aahdown 
'c:--.at. Negotiations are under way t o  secure some access to tke c i t e  for 
.;:-:l-sctors and vis i tors  but i t  remains t o  be seen whether the Ancient Fa?.- 

. ,.- . . .......,.. inspectorate w i l l  be able to support such a project without some fom 
of :cnancj on the si te .  Until th i s  i s  resolved there is l i t t l e  point i n  
r z f . ~ i n g  funds f o r  the work. . . . . .  . . 

J.S.H. 

, . 

P i L d  Group ~ c t i t j i t i e s  fo& lg83/84 . . . .  . . ..... 
. . 

,. . 
. , .  . 

On 11th September 1983 thirteen Field Group members met at H ~ ~ p b t s  -F 

Hi& Hurstwood to  discuss act iv i t ies  fo r  the coming season. It wr.3 de-idc;2 
to hold forays on the l aa t  Saturday in  the month, from Octc3er to .April. . .  .:, :.:,;::,,I 

. . .  - .-- . . . .  The following outings were planned: 
? .  

29th October - V i s i t  to the newly discovered forge s i t e  a t  Birc:?an3~i~~, 
near Horsham. This is a new s i t e  and neeC3 -io bc exmine& 

. . . .  by WIRG members. . . . . .  

(+h Novemberj .- Suney i n  Hodges Mod, C r o w b c ~ ~ .  ' A am.-.-ey i s  to ba 
. - 

j:rt December, carried out to mark on the map sX?tes of intore-';, (miacpite', ' ' ' 

: slaghea$s, bloomeries, e t ~ )  i n  Haws \+kc&. T?:.is 1511 
. need two forays. - - 

. ;.? January - Foray t o  Tudeley, a medieval s i t e ,  to look for  evidence of 
it being awater-powered bloomery si te .  Alao to vio i t  Rats 

. . ' Castle, a n  interest.ing s i t e  in the vicinity. .r . , 
.I '; 

. . 
. . 

. . 
25y: February - Foray to Hawkaden Forge, to investigate st re^. Also to- 

,. . v i s i t  BmokLands to examine slag. It is though-k:po&ible : '.. 

that it may be a water;pawered bloc me^ si te .  ' ' . ' 

. . . . ,  .. ,:. . ..:* . . .  ,., _:  

. . .  31st March - FOW to ,camp H i l l  a r ea  on Ashdown ~o'r&t.,, t o .  lo& ffo2 wLd- ' .... . . 
. . . .  ence of bloomerysites. ., ? .. . . .  

2Cth A p r i l  , . - V i s i t  t o .  Pophole and Lurgashall, Vest Sussex..:' - A t  "-'.*l e 
' .~ 

. . documentary evidence points to a m a c e  sL:tr8'btt:t wLy a 
. . . .  

forgwhas so far been found. A t  Lurgashall, t:hexs 'cl1.s?? 
was a watermill, it is possible there m y  be a trri:ez- 

. . powerad bloomerg. s i t e ,  
. . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . .  . ,. , . . 

. . .  
Tf w mwbe~.wiahee.-to:join anyof these act ivi t ies:please contact:-. 

C w i f t ,  Hamfields, Wimham, Hartfield,. Sussex, !l!R7 m. SrM.S. 
. . .  . . . . . .  . . . . . . . .  . . . . . .  . 

. . .  ~ . . . .  .:.... . . 
, <. , . . . :  . .  . :  . $ ,  .-? . . . . 

.. .~ . 
. . . . . . . . . .  

, . .  

Pc -t of excavation of m e d i e ~ d  site::a+ Elugge -. . . 
t ts  . Farm, Eigh Hu?&tt?& ' . ' :  ' 

..: . . .  , lr. ,'. , -. ' . . - '  , ... ,,..:r,. . .': 
' . .  . . . .  ?ad weether -forced the.. emael la t i~r r  of most of: our Sunday fdf -3' - a t  Chis 

.- ..-.- l a s t  winter. Some progress was made i n  the investigation of 1-2 depzas- , . 

-;ion but much remains to  be done. However, the weather forced us ij:loora to 
~t._'t the very large collection 0fpotsherd8~-.and we hope th i s  winter to f inish 
thc sorting;-.@: to mark each piece. :.-:W.:mttery oollection i$ an important 
3n0, covering a period -&om:-possibly .,ss;iealy as  the 82th cenhry t o .  the 18th 
:,,ntury, an unusually long sequence ihat is unique in th i s  area. 

. . . . . .  . . .  -. :' .. ,. , ,:, 
. . ,  

Last w i n ~ ~ s : & ~ o p e r a t i ~ e : . w ~ ~ e I :  made us real ize how impractical it 
:.B to expect to  f inish th i s  exca-f*dn-on a c a m 1  once-fortnightly basis. . . 

are therefore proposing t o  have a full-time excavation for  between tbv 
.... . . .  . . ::., 



and three weeks 'nest " ~ u l y / h g u s t ,  possibiy with the c6-operatlan of another 
. . archaeological 'group. ~ i g g e r s  r ~ i i l  be able t o . ca ip  nearby, and  w i l l  be fed 

i n  re turn f o r  t h e i r  work. About 2200 to f300 w i l l  be neeb6d to  such ' ,. 
an excevation. We should therefore be pleased t o  hear from anyone who would 
be interested i n  helping with t h i s  project ,  e i t he r  with t h  r by ~ .. . . . . . . . . . . .  d i n g  n donation towards the expenses. . .- .... - ............ 

- . .  . . . . .  
l fLy '& vqUla  help, & t h e r ~ i t h  garking i.ittqw %hi$, &n?,er , '~r .  

. . w i t h  prep&tions f o r & e  'ejroavntion, 6 r  A t  the excavi t i6n . i t se l f ; '  plehse 
. .  contact .  Mrs.. .Dpt..Meade.e, IIuggetts Farm,, High Hurstyod.  el:. ~Eyxted 31 31), 

o r  Mrs. ~ h e i l a  ~roopCield,,. .8 :  TJoodviek . . Crescent, Hildepbmpugh, .:Toijbrid&$'.. , , . . 
. .  el 2 Ffil$enborough 838698). . . . .  . . . . .  

. . .  . . .  :.D.M;V. . . . .  , .  . . . . . , .. . . . , . . :  
. . . . .  
. . .  . . 

Ibstock Brickpit,  Sharpthome . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . .  : ,  

. . . . 
I n  Newsletter No. 2 (1981) r&ference&as '%de t o t h e  exca&tion af a . . _ . 

' 

~ i i n e p i t  shaf t  a t  Minepit lJcod. Since then a number of a in i lax  c i rcu la r  
shaf t .  mines, a o ~ e  as deep a s  ten  metres, ,have been exposed, during clay digging 
a t  t h e  Ibs  tock "brickyard a t  ~ h a r ~ t h & n e ,  ;&d theie  have':been e,xamine$ by 
Giles Swift and b e d  Tebbutt throug3l t h 6 c O b t e s y  of t'he bri'ck conp&. 
Bernard :?ors,sq has now. surveyed the, p i t  face on behalf .of t h e  Geological . . . :  ......). 

Survey. ' Thmligh tki? generosity 0 f . a  ;~,irgary parit from t h e  S&S$.* AXO@O- . . .  . 
log ica l  Society a 'radio-carbon detemi&ticn'w&s made 6 f f a p i e c e o f  :timber:: , .  . , :,: 
recovered from one nine shaft. This gave a d a t e  of A.D: 1266 2 50 years. 
Recently par t  of a t ree ,  trunk has been found i n  another shaf t ,  and it i s  
hoped tha t  dating may be possible e i t he r  by radio-carbon determimtion,or  

. . .  by dendro-chronology. G.S. & c.&$~:. .:2. :. 

. . . .  . . . . . .  . . . . . .  . . . .  . , .  
. . . . 

..... . . .  . . 
hrcavations at' Greatd&si&n FA,  artf field,'-~ast ~ & s e k  . "" 

: . . ,. . . .  . . . . . . .  . . . .  
An i~ t .&in ; iepo& ~f the ekca&tion of a Roman ~ i l e , : k i l i i  a p p e ~ d ' i n  ." 

second series N6. 3 ( l 9 8 j )  -of +,he'i,!e!ealden Irbll ~ ~ ~ e a r c h  ,> G&up . . . .  fh;lle.tiii; .' . ,. . 
plans of the posit ion a t  the end of 1982 are  p r i n t e a o n  p&s 44 and 46.. 

: 3 : . . ... ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ~  . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . 
The secdnd searjonts kkavet ibf i i .  bo&enced , i n  'early,  Aug~ts! :i98j;, 'agnin , . . , , , 

under the direct ion of David' Rudling a s s i s t e d b y  students of the ilrehaeb-' 
log ica l  In s t i t u t e ,  menbers of WIRG ,and other volunteers., , . , . . . . . .  . . . . . . 

. . .  ... ..:. 

Further work a t  the k i l n  s i t e  revealed four p o s t  hd le i  ..at tbi drying,.: . 

shed., and the feature a t  17 on the ulan to  be a hearth which, wbj.lst,. ooritQn$ng ....... 
, . :  , . , .  -. . . .  

. . .  slag,  did not give the impression of being a furqce.: . . . . .  
, . . .I, :.,. ' . " '  . 

. . , . . . . .  . . . . .  . . . .  . . . . . . . . . :  , . . . ,  
,:-. " '  The -kiJ@.yascl&q-ed gff debris a,? 4 s .  the . .y t+~&hole.  e n @ ; s t  t h e  m e  

vz r i e t i e s  of'  t i l e ,  roll&$ p & t t e ~ '  d e g i j j s  have now been f'6&&. . ,A t i l e  
forning par t  of the surround t o  tho stokehole had been ,narkbdwi th .Ro~n .,: 

. . ... , .  : numerals. 

. . .  . . .  
One trench:: 4% . t h u &  the ' lyn&6ti- a i d  anot$e% . - ., . ..... . . o<b' : .  i d  jadiint :t& . . . . . .  . . . . .  . . -  

the hedge of the f i e l d  t o - t h e  west o f  the kiln. '. . . . . . . .  . . . . .  . . . ~ . . .  . . . . ,  . : :  . . . . . . . . . : . . . . . .  - .  . ' ' , ,  

. . . , . .  
After an unsuc?iobsful attempt to iocate  the"iiite'6f ..... ?. 'thei .. $.$on fi*m&ce. t o '  

. 

the north-east it was found a f t e r  the land had been'ploughed, 'dd c & n t i t y  ' 

. 

of pottery was recorded. . , . . . . . . . ,  . ... ..- 
. . . . . .  . . .  



An opportunity was also taken to excavate the furnace located a t  
Fanlkners Farm by courtesy of our member Gilea Swift, 

David Rudling is very interested in the area, which is r ich in . . . .  s i t e s  
, I  

of archaebloQ;ical..interest; and hopes'to reCuz;n as srjon be necessary 
,., . .  . . . . ,  

finmce:has beeri obtained. 
. . .  . ~. . . , . . .  D;R,C: . . 

. . . . 
.,: ,. , , . : 

. . . .  
Experimental bloomeries . . 

. ,  . - . . . . .  . , 

In September 1983 we t r ied  out 50th bloomery experiment, making a mall 
nmouiit . of high carbon iron Ftfter o d y  one and quarter hour6 of hard blowing. . , . . .  . . .  . . . . . . .  . . 

We have found that a flrmace~will: survifte several smelts w i t h  a 'mykre 
that projects ,.inwards. about 50 nim. and. thRt t he  81% blpck confajdng the - ' 

bloom can be l i f t e d  out through the top while still hot withoutmiich damage 
to the lining. 

The furnace need not be very high. We have made iron-in.furnaoes: uhich.. . .  
are only 50 em. above the tuyere, but the f h  must be very hot r ight  up to 

. . . .  . . . . .  . . . . . .  the brim. . , . ,  : 

. . 

. .  , . . . . .  . , .. . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . .  \ ,  . . ,. 

Iron :%were8 can be used s*veYal t h e 8  if not allowed to get too hot.  asd 
this may account for  the lack o f  ,clay *re fi&ehta on some sites".":.. 

. . . . . .  
. . 

. . .  .. . . .  . . .  . . .:. ' . , 

. , 
Tbe ore consumptiori i n  relation to 'iron proauoed remains very h ig land  

. . 
we do not yet have the sk f l l  t o  cojlretit this but' W G " ~  using f a r  less. 

. . . . . . .  charcoal nowthan i n  previoros years. . ' . . 
. . . .  . . .  . . . . 

... 
R.J.A. , . . ,  ., . . 

. . . . . . . . . .  .., ~ 

. , MlXAGM1981. . ' . . . . . .  
. . . . 

On 16th July a t  Maresfield village hall, a f t e r  coffee when members met 
one another again, our President, Pk. C.F. Tebbutt, opened the proceedings. . L 

. . . . .  . . . .  . ~ ............ . . . .  ...................... -..- -- 
Our Chairman reported on the act iv i t ies  of the past ye% including the 

progress made by the Pippingfijrd B l a s t  ~urnacl? mst & the Group's e&- '' 

, . 
bition a t  the:Ashdown - : :, . . 

. ~ .. . . 
. .  - . . . . .  . . . . .  . . . , .  

. . . . . . . , . ,  . 

Reports were then made by the other officers and the officers and 
. . . . . .  comnittee elected. fox the coming year are 'as' follows:-' 

. . .  . . . . . .  . . .  . . . . , .  
. . , . . . Chairman - Jerew Hodgkinson - ' . . . .  

Vice Chainnan - Dot Meadee 
. . . . Secretary - Sue Swift . - : ,:"' . ' , , , . 

. . .  ..Treasurer - Reg Houghton . . . . .  . . 

. . Bulletin W t o r  - David &ossley . . .  

Committee - Lill ian Funnell, Pam Combea, David Combes, Brian Herbert, 
Alan'Scott, MargaretTebbutb, Sheila Broomfie1a;'Giles 
Swift . , . 

. ,  , . Auditor - Daphne Abbott : 

After the formal proceedings, an interesting talk on ironworking in the 
15th and 16th 0enturie.s in..France was given by Brian Auty. ~ ~ l l o w i n g  this 
talk on the  research being cafi iedout by Brian Auty, David' Crossley explaifmd 
the history of the Pippingford blast  furnaces and members and friends were 
l a t e r  shown the Site, where David ~ rosa l ey  w a s  a b l e t o  hwer q ~ e t i o n i .  Both 
speakers must be thanked for thei r  v e q  infoimat ivetdksand a spec i a l  thanks 
must be given to David Crossley who l e f t  Sheffield University very early i n  
the morning and had t o  Yeturn the same day. . . 

.- . . . 

It was generally k e e d  that '  the AGN i n  the form of a 'da~r conferenoe was 
a p e a k  success. A.G.S. 



, . .  : .:: - 5 - , .. , .. . . . .  
. . . . .  

, . .  . . . 
. . Crisis kt  &ted .ill. . ~'denbridpe . . . 

.., . . 
, . . . . .  . , . ,  . 

I&. C;E. Wood[row of Haxted . . M i l l  has sent u s t h e  'follo$ing account. 
. . 

. . 
The lyrii'l houies the kl&temill Museum with two .working ~ate&h&els, 

various working tradit ional  mil l  machines, s i t e  naps, picturk gallery, 
woeking & d e ~ a  and'slide shows.. The emphasis- throughout is  .on the history 
of *ernills and the mauy uses to ,  which they were put. A t  5 '$ID.. on 3rd . 

' 

August the' whole mill came to abmp't hale. The !river  den) emb<mkment 
had given way a t  i t s  highest point inmediately above the m i l l  where the yater 
level is raised 70 feet  t~ g$ve a head of  water t o  the: overshot 'wheel. 

.. . . . 
: . . . .. 

Thetop floor house's the exhibition of the Wealden Iron Research G m u p  
(see Bulletins No. 8 (1975), 46 and 1Jo. 13 (1978), 19) and a Maydcy 0311.. 
through Brian Herbert brought two s ta lnar ts  qf , . W , . t a  ithe rescue . 'L.~oger ' ' .  

!;dams uld Dennis Beeney. On the f i r s t  hajr 'they had dug out the break to the 
bottom of the embankment.. On the second day they f i l l ed  t h i s  in with 20 ' .  . , . 

(yes - fknty) ,tone of r i r g i n  clay dug out by a  from the u p r i v e r  
. . 

marsh, '&%ught . ~ .  to :the M i l l  by lorry,:.and then barr6wed' to the  si te;  

It i s  ,surely apmopriate that  they. were.':working inmredia%ely: under a ., 
"~ercule~'wind-plrmp on the r iver  bank, for  it was indeed a Herculein d&. 
On the third day the M i l l  waa working again. 

. . 
G.E.W. 
. .  . 

. . 

Ashdown Forest Centre ~ x h i b i t i o n  on \ledlaen Iroi. , . . . . .  . . 
. . ~. . . . . , . 

Thlsezhibi t t  de~cribed i n  the 1982:Neyslettef, has. been .on- display to . . 
the' publ-io sinoe the end o f  M c h  3.983: ~ u r m ' : t h i s  pe,rigid o&r 10,000 . . .' .: 

vis i tors  have, come t o .  the Centre* &a very many o f  them .have expressed g ~ m t  . 

interest  in  the iron industry and the activities '  of: W I & .  an$ have commented .: .: ' 

most favowablyon our exhibit. The sub-cowittee who designed and prepared . .' 

it are to be congratulated on a splendid display. It w i l l  remain on show 
u n t i l  the end of February 1984. . .  . .. 

. . . . .  . . 
. . . ., . . . . . . .  , 

In response t o  many requests two leaf le ts  q being 'prepared. fur sale . - 

a t  the Centre, aneg iv ing  a brief description of 'iron working i n  tho area 
of the Borest and the second dealing with other archaeological s i t e s  i n  the 
sme area. 

During the winter months the Infornation Baxn a t  the Centre is e n  on 
Saturdays and Sundays from 11 am. unt i l  5 p. . . . . . , .  . M.T.. .~ 

. . , . . ,. ... 
. . :.. . . . . . ~. . 

. .  . 
. . . . . . . . . ,  . . .  , . 

The Wealden Iron W e a n  a t  &ti& M i l l ' .   denb bridge,' Kent ,,. ' . , , .  . . . . 
. . . . .  ' .  . . . . . . . . 

lrihen the b first exhibits were s e t  up a t '  &&ed Mill, co&isti 'w of slag, : 

maps and photographs, it was f e l t  that i t  was all rather static3 that is 
before the slide with oommentary was installed i n  1975 and l a t e r  improved in  
1981. This modification allows the two slide shows, Wealden Iron or Vater- .. 

mills, to run automatically as  reqmsted, and dnly im~olves the.'curator when ' -  

it needs to be switched on and off. mcept, t h a t i s ,  when a. faul t  occurs, 
which i s  mainly due to limitations i n  the cassette tape recorder system. . . ,  .. 

. . . , . . ,. 

While. -still on the quest of making the wealden fro&p'&t.of the .meurn .. .: .; 
more complete, a new .booklet is to be introducedp Many schools use the- lull., . . 

for  projects, a n d i t  is hoped that  when the booklet i s  used.in.conjunction., 
with the "finds" oase, a clearer u n d e r s t d h q j  of 'the sbbjectwi l l  be appre- 
ciated. 



The new booklet, to be conmissioned' a t  the Easter 1984 opening, w i l l  
discuss various Wealden Iron topics in 1000 words o r s o .  Aspects such a s  

. . . .  geology, iron-ore, mining, water-power, furnaces &.,-&;%ii&fif~ds- kxe .pro- 
posed, with an emphasis on. a r t i fac t s  .fo,md whilst f i e l d  walking, The primary 
object of the booklet is tha t  it should be used i n  bonjunction with the 
exhibition a t  the Mill. However, :it , w i l l  be ~;oprehensible. in i t g  o w  right.  

. . 
.... and w i l l  besuiLable for  atudents tabling t h e i ~  ' 6 I r  a& "A":'~evel;,'~rQj@cts, 

and who, no doubt, w i l l  n o t  1-311 t d  become attached by We :magne.fic attraction 
. . 

of Mealden -Iron. ,'It w i l l  a l s o  be" va1Gbl.a to. :potenti+l ~ d h a e o l o g i s ~ t 3  befpze . . 

they become .hypnutised by the .intricacies, ~ a i o s y n c ~ . s i e s .  apd ir&ipq,s of . . . .  
. . . .  . . . . 

the Iron Induatrtes of: the Weald. . . . . . . . .  . . . . . .  . . .  
. , 

. . . . . . . .  
, . . . 

Copies of the booklei shouldb6 a ~ i l a b l e '  to meibers at th& next AGM, 
B.K.H.: 

. . 
. . . . . , . : ,  

. . . . . . . . . .  

< > 
. . . . 

. . . . . . .  . . . . 

In July a 6&li  Wealden iron we hi bit ion '%e a&-a..ii '"The. , ~ r i & ? t !  s . . .  

House" a t  Vest Eoathly a t  the request of the ~useek &&heological.. socig*' 
c;c, p a ~ t  of a vill'&& fete  weekend '-over a Sitmilay a f t e d o n  'and Sunday, " 

", . , . .  . . .  

Org&se'd a d  arranged by our 'chaj  . . ' +I~~&inii~~i;  i s  a t t r a  
a considerable ri&5'&r of visitors.  

. . .  

To gi-?e a local interest  a map was prepared to show the iron working s i t e s  
. . . .  i n  the ~ ~ i c i n i t y ,  together with a small pamphlet giving a brief history of each. 

.................. 

Some of the exhibits were-borromd from anne:of:.:Cleves+~.by..lrind :. 

permission of the Curator, inhlUi3i@a6ve$aX '&a& S o n  firebacks, a small 
cannon and a few :cannonball$ assorted siZes.i Two most zinteresting exhibits 
were the fireback ehowing::!'Herwlea &;-the .&dra"~similar t o  Cfigt i l lustratkd 
by Straker i n  .!i,Vealden Iron" ;(kindly -:Loaned Hodgkinson senior) &. a. .~ ' ,  - - 
o w e d  wooden. mould fo r : the  snne .dasi$ll-from the Museum. As f a r  the writer 
knows this. is. the  f i r s t  t i m e  that .  an original mo'uld ..and. casting have been shown 

. . . . . . .  . . . . together. - . .  .. .. 
. . 

. . 
. . . . 

The models of the pair of FLL-ce bellows, worked by hand a d  the coin 
operated forge : hanrmer p rove6 .a~  populzr. as ever. A .  l i t t l e  too pdpular perhaljs 
aa the noiseof thehammer, s tart ing up, n the sniall' quiet -om,. . 

. . . . . . . .  proved unexpectedly shattering. . . . , . . .  . . . R.G,H. 

In January 1983 the Caterham Plusem, Surrey, arranged a Wedden Iron 
exhibition under .the direction of the curator, Miss E,P. Kumphreys, a monber 
of IITIRG. Some exhibits., includ$ng. models;: h&, been boqw&.fxc.m theSusse%, 
Archaeological Sooiety. 'Those able t o  v i s i t  the exhibition were fill of praise 

but exefillent 
. . 

. . .  . . . . . . . . .  

. . .  

. . . . . .  
. . .  . . .  

On 9th September.1983 re$reserita+i&ea of WIRG'mre invited nnd hospitzbly 
' -  

~cntertained a t  the opening by 3%~. J. Mainwaring Bainea of an exhibition i l lus-  
trating ten years of work by IIEdG. .  [Cbe-record of r eaedch  work was b i s p l ~ e d  
on the museum wa31sp andincluded plane;photo~phs.'an&.~iotuaL artifact.% " 

.. : 
Particularly impressive :was the reoozd,, by dirntribu%iari mnp, o f  Rouian . . site's, 

' . ... nany o f  which were assduiated with iron-malrLng,. . ,. 



. . . . . .  . . . . . . . .  - 7:- , 
,' 

. . . . . .  ,., . . , . . . .  
A proposed ~ i feback  .'&me%: . . . .  . . 

. . . . 
, . . . . .  

. . 
The dast i&n fireback is, perhapi, the most f&li& &odnk+ i f ,  the 

lrrealden iMn industry. Its evolution, i n  nany 'ws, mirmrs 'the development 
of the industry i t se l f .  Yet there has never been a thoro@.aurvey.of t h e m ,  
their  design,, their  p m v e q c e ,  even their  authenticity. . . 

. . . . . . .  . . ,  

. . 

 he 'kleidaen 1mn &&arch Group is the  best position to  undertake suoh 
a survey, which w i l l  inevitably take severdyears ,  end it is hoped that  a 
working party oan be formed to  organiae and undertake the task. 

. . . .  

Initial.ly,. would a l l  those who . are  . interested . . in. taking part i n  ' th is  
project pleasp , contaots.. ~ 

. 
Jeremy 'Hodgkinson,. ' ' 

. . 
Wealden 'Firebacks' SurPey, 
20, Spinney Close, 
Crawley Down, 

. .  .., . . . . . .  
CRAWL!EY, ;Sussex, 
RHlO 4pF. PeI: copth~rne 71544 

. . . . . .  . . .  . . , . 

Ameeting can then be arranged t~ . :d j_~cqas  the idea and formulate a Plan ' ,  
, 

of action. 
. . . . . .  . . . . . .  . . . .  . . 

For those i* ' teks ted,  the-ie. is 'i?easonably comprehen@ive b ib l iopa&y 
of firebacks on page 258 of ~chub&t's 'History. of the B i t i s h  Iron and- Steel , .  

Industry' (1957). J.S.H. 

Ordnance Survey Maps 

Members wishing to conault the 1nRG collection of Ordnance Sunrey maps 
of the Weald area shculd apply to the Chairnan, Jeremy Rodgkinson (address 
ribwe) 

Flhile holidaying on the island this sumner, ever watchful for  any- 
connected with the Weald, I notioed, a t  Blackeang Chine, an iron. cannon,. - .  

mounted on a rather unconvinoing carriage, bearing on its trnMYon8 .€he. f a -  ' '  

. 

l i a r  l e t t e r  'F' of the Fuller family. . Curaow measmements showed.. it had n 
bore of about @: inchea and a length of 4 feet. A few 'back of emrelope' 
calculations revealed th i s  as  a s ix  pounder. This +as a naval gun, having 
been salvaged from one of the numerous ships which have foundered off th is  
windward shore, rmd it had a r ing above the cascabel ( a t t h e  breech end) 
t h r o w  which a restraining rope would have been nm; '. J.S,E. 

. . . . . . . .  . . . . .  . , 

. . . . . .  Recording of Cannon . . . . .  . . . . 

. , .  A 

Several members responded to a note under this heading i n  Newsletter 
NO. 2 (1981) asking f~r~ infa rmat iqn ,  and we naw have detai ls  of a numbqof . - 

cannon. I f  anyone would l ike to take on the project of oo l l a t iw  and writing 
up th i s  material the editor w i l l  be pleased to pass on the information so far 

. .  . . . . . . .  received. . . . .  . . , . . . . , . ... . , ;  

. , . . . . . . . . .  . . . . 
~. . 

Talks on the Wealden Iron Indu8tq 

Several talks have been given by Jerew Hodgkinson and Dot I-Ieades and 
other members. Valerie Herbert has sent us th i s  acoount. 



A l ec ture  was given t o  the top y e a  of Escotts Junior Sohool, Fast  
Grinatead, auring Nwenber 1982. It was undertaken with some t repidat ion . . .  
as i t  was the first lec ture  ever given. Nevertheless i t ; . a ~ ~ ~ w e r i t : . m 6 o t ~ - .  :. 
and much in t e r e s t  was shown i n  the exhibits .  To t e s t i f y  t h i s ,  two "thank 

. .  , . . you" 1 e t t e r k b u t : o f  23 plus a poem, am5 quotedi 
. . .  . . .  . . . . . . . .  . . . . ... , ' .  . . .  . . . . . .  . . . .  

. . . .  . . . . 
. . .  ltDe*:.msa Herbert, 

.,. , 

Thank you f o r  coming ll ing us.aZl a x o ~ t  ore '&d charcoal," 

. . 
and the making of charcoal and . iron, . The s l i des  were in t e r e s t i ng  m d  , , 

. : .. .  . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . .: so: was H W '  . . projector. . . 
. . . ... E & ~ f  ot"'. ' ' . . , :.. . 

. . . . . . . . .  . . .  . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . .  . . ! . .  . . : . ,  . . 

"Dear Mrs. Herbert9 
 ha* youvery  much. f o r  comingin  .and talkin& t o  u s  about the 

wealden i-on industzy. . I .l@ed.b,eing able t o  f e e l  and touch the actual  . . 

b i t s  09 iron.&. ahg .  7 
V.K.H. 

 he -followi.ng .forthdomi& . . :&y be of i n t e r e s t  t o  members: 

P l a t t  an& D i s t r i c t  Society on 19th January 1984 a t  P l a t t  Vi l lag 
. . 

:. Talk t o  be given by JerkoDT ~ d & f h s 6 n ,  c h a w ,  wIRG . . ' 

. . . . .  . . . .  

East Grinatead Society on Wedneatlay 21st  Plaroh 1984 a t  8 pn a t  the Small 
, . 

Parish H a l i .  ~ l l u s t r ~ t e a  t a lk  by Jee&niy' EOagkinson, Chai* WfRG, .at% Y;' 
. . .  . . . . . . . . . . .  . - . . . . 

"The Ironworks a l o r ~  Feibridgg :ekter*l. ' . ' ., ' , .: . . . . . . . .  . ~ . .  . 
. . . .  1 ; .  .' 

East Grinstead Society on Wednesday 18th July 1984 a t  8 p. a t  the Small 
Parish H a l l ,  I l l ua t r a t ed  t a l k  by Kiss R.M, Wil la t ts ,  M.A., on "Iron Grave 
Slabs". ~. . . . . . . .  . . . . .  -, 

. . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . .  ~. 
~. . ., . , . . . 

, ,  . . . . , . .  . , .  , . :  . . . . .  IgIRG Bul le t in  , . . . --. ... .  . . 

Items intended f o r  publication i n  the next volume should be submitted to: 
D.Ye Cmssley cr on. Editor) ,  Division of C o n t i n u i ~  . . Education, The University, 

. . .  ... S ~ s f f i e l d  S10 2TN, , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . .  

. . . . . .  . . . . . . .  . . . . . .  . . .  . . . . . . . .  . . . . .  . . . .  . . 

. ! .  The f ~ l l o w i ~ p u b l i c a t i i i n s  are  Fo , . . ~. . . .  . . .  . . 
..., . . B.K. &be . . . . . .  . , . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . .  
1, s 'cir i ing T?JP3r , . . . .  . . 

Bast ~ r i n s . t e a d  . . .  

Sussex, £El9 .3HG . ~ 

Prices  quoted include postage. (Prices a t  meetinga o r  collected by hand). 

. . . . . .  A Gun-casting Furnace a t  Scar le t ts ,  Cowden, Kent. . , 

. ,  
by: D.141. Crossley 

. . . . .  . . . .  ., .. ~ 

0.75) ' '  

. . 
. . . .  An ~banaoried . . .  Medieva l1ndus~; r ia lS i te  a% Parmclt . ,RartMeld.  , . 

. . . , 'by: C:F; Tebbutt ' 
. . . .  

. , .  . 
. . . . . .  . . . . . ; .  . . . . . . . . . .  . . 

0.40 ( 0 ~ 2 5 )  
. . . . 

The Excavation of a Late 1 6 t h / ~ a r l y  17th Century Gun Casting . . ,  , 

Furnace a t  Maynard's Gate, Crowborough, Sussex 1975-1976. 
by: 0, Bedwin 0.75 (0.60) 

. - .  . . . . . . . .  -. . . . . .  



The Excavation of Three Roman Bloomery Furnaces at Hartfield, 
Susnex. 

by; C.F. Tebbutt 0.90 (0.75) 

Wedden Bloomery Iron Smelting Rmnaces; (A survey of Wealden 
Bloomeries covering an area of appmx. 200 lan squared). 

by: C.F. Tebbutt 0.75 (0.60) 

A Middle Saxon Iron Smelting Site at Millbrook, Ashdown 
Forest, Sussex. 

by; C.P. TebLmtt 0.90 (0.75) 

CBA Research Report No. 29; 
Jlchaeology in Sussex to 1500 J,D. 

by: P. bewett NOT BY POST (3.50) 

Bulletins of the Wealden Iron Research Group: 
Volume 1 to 11 each 0.75 (0.50) 
Volume 12 to 17 each O,g0 
Volume 1 to 3, new series each 1.65 

VOLUMES 2. 5, 7, 8. 12 AFU3 OUT OF PRINT 

Many thanks to David Combes for printing this Newsletter. 




